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LOHMAN ’59
E. KING GILL AWARD
HONOREES

12th Man Foundation
1922 Fund

The 1922 Fund represents
our desire to permanently
endow scholarships for all
Aggie student-athletes.
It is an initiative that will benefit
student-athletes from all teams, with
different backgrounds and upbringings,
and it is one that will forever resonate.

Texas A&M Athletics was changed
forever on January 2, 1922.
That was the day E. King Gill was
called from the crowd to put on a
uniform and stand ready for his team.

“An athletic scholarship
is the most important
and special thing I’ve
ever received. To be a part
of the Aggie network
for the rest of my life
is something special.”
– Christian Kirk ’19

It was a transformative moment in Aggie
history, and E. King Gill’s actions still
shape the fabric of our school. The 12th
Man tradition was born that day, and Gill’s
legacy of support is the most visible part
of what makes Texas A&M so unique.
An investment in the 1922 Fund is a direct
investment in the long-term viability
and success of Texas A&M Athletics.

Contact the Major Gifts Staff at 979-260-7595 For More Information About the 1922 Fund
The 12th Man Foundation is a non-profit 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization
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AGGIE ACCOLADES

THE 12TH MAN FOUNDATION CONGRATULATES THE 39 TEXAS A&M
STUDENT-ATHLETES WHO EARNED DEGREES IN DECEMBER
SUPPORT TEXAS A&M STUDENT-ATHLETES THROUGH A SCHOLARSHIP GIFT
CONTACT THE MAJOR GIFTS OFFICE AT 979-260-7595

SHAMIER LITTLE
WOMEN’S TRACK & FIELD

Zoe Alaniz
Women’s Swimming
& Diving

MICHAEL KELLETT ’91/TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS

Kohl Anderson
Men’s Track & Field
Jay Arnold
Football
Connor Black
Men’s Golf
Reagan Boenker
Softball
Kris Brander
Men’s Track & Field
Aaliyah Brown
Women’s Track & Field
Nicholas Cobb
Football

A TOTAL OF 138 TEXAS A&M STUDENTATHLETES GRADUATED IN 2017

KEITH FORD
FOOTBALL

BIANCA FABRIZIO
WOMEN’S GOLF

DAMION RATLEY
FOOTBALL

Cedric Collins
Football

Darrell Jackson
Football

Sarah McEntire
Equestrian

Don Thomas
Men’s Basketball

Noel Ellis
Football

Andrea Jonama
Women’s Golf

Alison Ondrusek
Women’s Track & Field

Kara Erickson
Women’s Track & Field

Gaines Kinsey
Men’s Track & Field

Walker Pennington
Baseball

Shelbi Vaughan
Women’s Track &
Field & Volleyball

Bianca Fabrizio
Women’s Golf

Cole Lankford
Baseball

Haley Pounds
Soccer

Christian Farris
Men’s Track & Field

Shamier Little
Women’s Track & Field

Damion Ratley
Football

Keith Ford
Football

Rachel Lucht
Equestrian

Dalton Rowan
Men’s Track & Field

Jake Hubenak
Football

Jordan Mastrogiovanni
Football

Mason Strickland
Women’s Tennis

Madison Hudkins
Women’s Swimming
& Diving

Sycerika McMahon
Women’s Swimming
& Diving

Ryan Teel
Men’s Track & Field

Hardreck Walker
Football
Courtney Weisbart
Equestrian
Michael Werenski
Men’s Golf
Boomer White
Baseball
Priest Willis
Football
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SEC CHAMPS!

The women’s swimming and diving team won its third straight conference title after
a dominating, wire-to-wire performance in their home pool at the 2018 Southeastern
Conference Championships in February. In just its sixth year in the elite conference, A&M
became the fourth team to win at least three straight SEC women’s team titles.

HALL OF FAMER

Aaron Glenn, defensive back and special teams standout for Texas A&M 1992-1993, was
one of 17 to be inducted into the 22nd class of the Texas Black Sports Hall of Fame in
February. He was joined at the event by fellow hall of famer, Aggie legend and 12th Man
Foundation Vice President of Major Gifts and Endowments Jacob Green as well as R.C.
Slocum, his former coach and the winningest football coach in A&M history.

NCAA TOP 10 AWARD

Texas A&M swimmer Sarah Gibson received the NCAA’s
Today’s Top 10 Award at the NCAA Convention in
January. The award recognizes former student-athletes
for their successes on the field, in the classroom and
in the community. Gibson was the CoSIDA Academic
All-American of the Year in 2017, as well as a two-time
first-team Academic All-American in 2016 and 2017.
Additionally, she was Texas A&M’s first winner of the
SEC’s coveted H. Boyd McWhorter Scholar Athlete of
the Year award in 2017 and the 2017 SEC Co-Scholar
Athlete of the Year in swimming and diving.

TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS
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SCHOLAR-ATHLETE
OF THE YEAR

Lisa Bratton was named the SEC’s
2018 swimming and diving female
Scholar-Athlete of the Year in
February. Bratton, from Richland,
Wash., is a senior majoring in
ocean engineering with a 3.71
grade point average. She is a
member of the SEC Honor Roll,
the Texas A&M AD Honor Roll
and the College Swim Coaches
Academic team. Bratton is the
Vice President of Omega Epsilon,
which is the Ocean Engineering
Honor Society.

COMPLIANCE CORNER

LET COACHES
HANDLE
RECRUITING
Former students and
fans want Texas A&M
to excel in recruiting,
and many desire to
help in these efforts.
However, since 1987,
NCAA Bylaw 13.1.2.1 has
generally prohibited
fan and former
student involvement in
recruiting.
Currently, NCAA
rules specify that any
recruiting contact with
a prospective studentathlete (PSA) or the
PSA’s relatives or legal
guardians shall be made
only by authorized Texas
A&M staff members.
The rule adds that
in-person contact as
well as correspondence
including texts, Tweets,
Facebook messages,
emails and telephone
calls by representatives
of an institution’s
athletics interests (e.g.,
Texas A&M boosters,
which includes most of
its fans) are generally
prohibited.

TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS

Fortunately for fans
of Texas A&M sports
teams, our coaches are
excellent recruiters and
they are familiar with
these PSAs. In the event
that NCAA rules allow
involvement and a coach
wants you to be involved
in recruiting, that Texas
A&M coach will inform
you of how you may be
involved (e.g., offering
a summer job to a
high school graduate).
Otherwise, please leave
recruiting to the Texas
A&M Athletics staff.

PLEASE CONTACT US
WITH QUESTIONS
BRAD BARNES
TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS COMPLIANCE
979.845.1904
COMPLIANCE@ATHLETICS.TAMU.EDU
WWW.12THMAN.COM

SEC COMMUNITY
SERVICE TEAM

Tonny Trocha-Morelos (men’s
basketball) and Anriel Howard
(women’s basketball) were
both named to the 2017-18 SEC
Community Service Team. TrochaMorelos has volunteered for Still
Creek Ranch, Aggies CAN and
Boys and Girls Club basketball
camps and traveled to Haiti with
an A&M delegation in 2017. Howard
has volunteered for Aggieland
Humane Society, Aggies CAN,
local elementary schools and
public parks and visited the Texas
Children’s Hospital with her team.

RECORD BREAKERS

The Aggie track and field
foursome of Ilolo Izu, Devin Dixon,
Mylik Kerley and Robert Grant
claimed a conference title in the
4x400 relay at the SEC Indoor
Championships hosted at Gilliam
Indoor Stadium in February.
They broke the SEC Indoor meet
record, Texas A&M school record
and Gilliam facility record, and
are now ranked third on the alltime collegiate list and hold the
American collegiate record.

AD HONOR ROLL

Over 300 Texas A&M studentathletes were honored as AD
Honor Roll recipients in January.
They earned a fall semester GPA
of 3.0 and above and represent 11
different colleges and departments
on campus. Baseball led all men’s
teams with a 3.05 GPA, while the
Women’s Swimming & Diving team
captured the women’s top honor
with a 3.29 GPA.

12TH MAN MAGAZINE / SPRING 2018
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FACILITIES
UPDATE
Kevin Hurley, Senior Associate Athletics
Director for Athletic Facilities

TEXAS A&M
SWIMMING
& DIVING
FACILITY
With the help of 12th
Man Foundation donors,
Texas A&M swimming
and diving is looking to
build a much-needed
facility that will serve
as the program’s center
for student-athlete
wellness, dryland
training, locker rooms
and team meeting
space. The facility will
feature a grand entrance
for student-athletes and
recruits, showcasing
the program’s
accomplishments while
serving as a front door
for both the men’s and
women’s teams.

DAVIS DIAMOND
LEAD DONORS: BECKY ’76 & MONTY ’77 DAVIS
Although the facility will not yet be complete,
the new home for Aggie softball is scheduled
to begin hosting games this season.
“We have several seniors who have been
huge components of the softball program, so
we want to honor them by giving them the
opportunity to play at Davis Diamond before
the regular season is over. The goal is to begin
moving the team into the locker room in the
first part of May with construction completion
in June. The field, dugout and lights are already
set for game action. We’re going from literally
the worst softball stadium to the best softball
stadium in the country.”

– KEVIN HURLEY

E.B. CUSHING STADIUM
LEAD DONORS: AMY & TIM LEACH ’82
Texas A&M track and field is expected to
move into its new home in September.

CONTACT THE MAJOR
GIFTS OFFICE AT
979-260-7595 TO
SUPPORT SWIMMING &
DIVING OR ANOTHER
FACILITY PROJECT

“A tip of the cap goes to 12th Man

– kevin hurley
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“I believe that you’re going to see that Davis
Diamond and E.B. Cushing Stadium – just
like the rest of our facilities – will be the gold
standard in college athletics. I’m looking
through maroon-colored glasses, but I really
believe that. A tip of the cap goes to 12th Man
Foundation donors. There’s not another school
in the country that is doing what we’re doing in
terms of facilities and the way we fund them.
It’s amazing to see how everyone jumps on
board when we start a new project.”

– KEVIN HURLEY

BRIAN DAVIS ’01

Foundation donors. There’s not
another school in the country that
is doing what we’re doing in terms of
facilities and the way we fund them.

“While the softball facility is all about timing,
track is all about the track. There is a lot of
work required with the soil and the track
itself to ensure that it is precise so that
competitions and events will be sanctioned by
the IAAF (International Association of Athletics
Federations) – the governing body for track
and field. We’re going from a stadium in track
and field that can’t even host a home meet to
being able to host and be in consideration for a
NCAA Championship.

SHANNON ’86 & WAYNE ’85 ROBERTS
TEXAS A&M BASKETBALL STUDENT-ATHLETE CENTER
LEAD DONORS: SHANNON ’86 & WAYNE ’85 ROBERTS
One of the finest facilities in all of college basketball, the new home for the Aggie men’s
basketball program opened in September 2017. The sleek space includes a team meeting
room, nutrition station, locker area, recreation room and equipment room.

WOMEN’S
BASKETBALL
FACILITY
RENOVATION
12th Man Foundation
donors are invited
to help support a
renovation project
for the Texas A&M
women’s basketball
facilities.

DROR BALDINGER/GENSLER

Our aim is to transform
the existing locker
room into one of the
finest in the nation,
providing the very best
experience for A&M
student-athletes.

CONTACT THE MAJOR
GIFTS OFFICE AT
979-260-7595 TO
LEARN HOW YOU
CAN SUPPORT
THIS PROJECT

12TH MAN MAGAZINE / SPRING 2018
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Q&A WITH

CINDY
TAYLOR ’84

Chair of the 12th Man Foundation Board of Trustees

CYNTHIA B. “CINDY” TAYLOR ’84
CHAIR
12TH MAN FOUNDATION
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
PRESIDENT, CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER AND DIRECTOR OF
OIL STATES INTERNATIONAL, INC.

What are some of your priorities while
serving as chair of the board?

What are you most excited about regarding
this year’s board of trustees?

First, I think it’s important to embrace Jimbo
Fisher and his coaching staff. They have changed
their lives and their families’ lives to be part of
the A&M family in hopes that this will be a great
place for them to live and work. So, it’s critical
that we embrace the change and support them in
every way.
It’s also very important to get the donor base
engaged with them. I’m very excited that Champions Council Weekend in March featured Coach
Fisher as well as his new staff because we want
the donor base to get exposure to them.
We have spent a tremendous amount of time
and effort with the Game Day Experience Task
Force. We tested some things last fall and plan to
continue prioritizing and implementing improvements while integrating them with the new
coaching staff.
We also need to finalize the construction and
funding for Davis Diamond and E.B. Cushing
Stadium. Internally, we need to complete and roll
out our strategic plan that sets goals for the organization and helps everyone on staff direct their
time, energy and effort in productive ways.

We have the great benefit of continuity of the
past, and a wonderful thing about this organization is the fact that so many stay actively
engaged and involved. I love that people serve for
four years and you have three new faces on the
board each year. I am confident Kevin McDonald, Don Meyer and Jay Graham are going to be
fantastic additions to the board. They were chosen because of their commitment to the organization and their commitment to athletics.

“We are making donor satisfaction
– Cindy Taylor ’84
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We are making donor satisfaction a priority.
We want to hear from our donors, understand
their concerns, needs and priorities, and try to be
responsive to those to the extent that we can. The
main thing is trying to make every experience the
best it can be.
In some ways, fans coming to one of our facilities is similar to opening your home to guests.
You want to be proud of what you have. We
weren’t proud of our softball facility and we didn’t
have a home for our track and field student-athletes. Those are things that we want to focus on
to make optimal experiences for donors and fans.
We also want productive environments for our
student-athletes and coaching staffs.
A primary obligation that we have is to be
responsible stewards of donors’ money. With the
investment they generously provide, we want to
create great programs and facilities that everyone
will be proud of.

What led you to pursue a career in business?
Growing up, I thought I wanted to be a coach. I
tell anyone who coaches that they have the greatest impact early in a person’s life. I later realized

COURTESY OF CINDY TAYLOR ’84

a priority. We want to hear from
our donors, understand their
concerns, needs and priorities,
and try to be responsive to those
to the extent that we can.

What should donors expect from the
12th Man Foundation in 2018?

Cindy ’84 and her
husband, Allan ’83,
as well as their three
sons, one daughter-inlaw and a soon-to-be
second daughter-inlaw, are all Aggies.

you don’t get to just be a coach…you have to
teach as well. While I liked teaching, it wasn’t the
career path I was looking for. Then, I thought I
wanted to be a doctor, but I didn’t have the kind
of mentors to show me the path to achieve that
dream.
I was fortunate. Somewhere along the way in
high school I was directed toward business. I’m
good at it…it’s just something that I was designed
to do. I’ve had great mentors and people who
have given me opportunities to advance in my
career.
What I do now is serve on the board of Texas
Children’s, and in a way that satisfies my passion
for children and medicine. And the 12th Man
Foundation satisfies my passion for athletics. You
have to love what you do because it is a huge time
commitment.

COURTESY OF CINDY TAYLOR ’84

What inspired you to give back
to Texas A&M Athletics?
First of all, I love athletics. I spend every
spare moment doing something active outdoors
whether it’s playing tennis, riding a bike, walking,
jogging or running a half marathon.
My husband, Allan, and I are former students.
We have three boys – two who are former students and one who graduates in May. Our daughter-in-law and soon-to-be second daughter-inlaw are also graduates. So, we love this university.

We want to make it even better than it is for generations to come and we are willing to give back
to ensure long-term success.
I always say to follow what you love and pursue
your passion, and I think people tend to support
what they are passionate about in life. Where we
spend our time is where we want to donate our
money and our energy. In addition to athletics,
we support the Mays Business School and the
engineering school.
For us, it was important to be exposed to
the 12th Man Foundation’s mission of funding
scholarships, programs and facilities in support
of championship athletics, and to understand
that athletics is not supported by state funds.
Rather, donors are the backbone of our athletic
programs.
The largest single donation we have made was
for the R.C. Slocum Nutrition Center. R.C. is
one of our greatest ambassadors, so having his
name associated with the facility made a big difference to Allan and I. After raising three boys
who all played sports growing up, we understand the importance that proper nutrition has
on athletics.
It all comes back to having the belief that
the contributions you make not only have an
impact on the quality and success of the programs, but obviously make a difference for the
student-athletes themselves.

a
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2018 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
CHAIR

TRAVIS V. DABNEY ’96
COLLEGE STATION, TX
President & CEO
SCOTT WOODWARD
COLLEGE STATION, TX
Director of Athletics
READ FULL TRUSTEE BIOS AT
WWW.12THMANFOUNDATION.COM

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR

CYNTHIA B. “CINDY” TAYLOR ’84
HOUSTON, TX
Oil States International, Inc.

MONTY DAVIS ’77
CYPRESS, TX
Core Laboratories

FROSTY GILLIAM JR ’80
ODESSA, TX
Aghorn Energy, Inc.

»»BBA in Accounting (1984)

»»BBA in Accounting (1977)

»»BS in Petroleum Engineering (1980)

»»President, Chief Executive
Officer and Director of Oil
States International, Inc.

»»35+ years of experience in the
oil and natural gas business

»»President of Aghorn Energy, Inc.,
which he founded in April 1988

»»Chief Operating Officer for
Core Laboratories N.V.

»»Texas Registered Professional
Engineer and member of
the Petroleum Engineering
Industry Board

»»One of 46 female CEOs
in the Fortune 1000

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

CHAIR-ELECT

»»Active on the Mays Business
School Development Council,
Association of Former Students
and 12th Man Foundation
»»Recipient of Texas A&M Women’s
Former Students Network
Legacy Award, Mays Outstanding
Alumni, Aggie 100 Summit
Award, McLane Leadership Award
and Distinguished Alumnus
»»National finalist of the 2012 Ernst
& Young Entrepreneur of the
Year in Energy and Clean Tech

»»Lead donors for The Davis Center
for Football Player Development and
Davis Diamond with wife, Becky
»»Gifted lead donations to the R.C.
Slocum Nutrition Center and Kyle
Field Redevelopment Project
»»Active on the Development
Council for Mays and was named
an Outstanding Alumnus

»»Recognized by the College
of Engineering as an
Outstanding Alumni in 2012
»»Lead donors of the Rhonda and
Frosty Gilliam, Jr. ’80 Indoor Track
and Cox-McFerrin with wife, Rhonda
»»Two children and one granddaughter

»»Endowed scholarships through
the Mays Honors Program and the
Association of Former Students
»»Two Aggie daughters

»»Husband, Allan ’83, and
three Aggie boys

DAVID DUNLAP ’83
THE WOODLANDS, TX
Superior Energy Services

HENRY B. “HANK” PAUP ’70
FORT WORTH, TX
Attorney

JOHN D. SCHILLER JR ’81
COLLEGE STATION, TX
Particle Drilling Technologies

ROBERT DENNIS ’83
TYLER, TX
Orthopedic Surgeon

»»BS in Petroleum Engineering (1983)

»»BBA in Finance (1970)

»»BS in Petroleum Engineering (1981)

»»BBA in Management (1983)

»»Former member of the Corps
of Cadets, Fightin’ Texas Aggie
Band and Ross Volunteers

»»Former member of the Corps of
Cadets and Ross Volunteers

»»Held leadership positions
for Superior Oil, Burlington
Resources, Seagull Energy, Devon
Energy and Ocean Energy

»»Former member of the Corps of
Cadets and Ross Volunteers

»»President/CEO and Director of
Superior Energy Services since 2010
»»25 years at BJ Services in a variety
of engineering, operations and
management positions in both
international and sales divisions
»»Member of Texas A&M’s Petroleum
Engineering Industry Board, the
College of Engineering Advisory
Council and the President’s Board
of Visitors for the Corps of Cadets
»»Awarded an Ernst & Young’s
2013 Transformational CEO
from the U.S. Gulf Coast Area
»»Wife, Anne, and six children
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»»Distinguished Military Graduate and
retired Second Lieutenant (USAR)
»»Set the school record for
the mile swim at the SWC
championship meet in 1969
»»Graduated from SMU School
of Law in 1973 and founded
his own firm in 1983
»»Endowed 10 Texas A&M University
scholarships with wife, Anne
»»Major donors to the Sports
Museum and are Lettermen’s
Club and Diamond Champions
Council members
»»Two children and two grandchildren

»»Founded Energy XXI (Bermuda)
Limited in 2005 and served as
Chairman of the Board, Chief
Executive Officer and President
»»Inducted into TAMU’s Petroleum
Engineering Academy of
Distinguished Graduates in 2008
»»Named the 2014 Ernst & Young
Entrepreneur of the Year
»»Serves on Texas A&M’s
College of Engineering
Advisory Board, member and
past chairman of Petroleum
Engineering Industry Board
»»Wife, Kristi, and three children

»»Attended medical school at
UT Houston and completed
residency at UT San Antonio
»»Completed a Sports Medicine
fellowship in Sydney, Australia
»»Co-founded Texas Spine and
Joint Hospital in Tyler, Texas
»»Member of Champions Council
and previous captain of
the East Texas Chapter
»»Active member of Athletic
Ambassadors and Premium
Services Committee
»»Wife, Sheli, and one son

2018 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

DARRYL HEATH ’84
COLLEYVILLE, TX
Heath Family Holdings

RAY HUFFINES ’74
PLANO, TX
Huffines Auto Dealerships

BOYD CHERRY ’67
BRYAN, TX
Retired (Energy Industry)

CHRIS COOPER ’89
CHATHAM, NJ
Deloitte & Touche LLP

»»BS in Industrial Engineering (1984)

»»BBA in Management (1974)
»»Former member of the Corps
and founding member of the
Parson’s Mounted Cavalry

»»BS in Electrical Engineering (1967)
and Computer Science MBA (1970)

»»BA in Accounting (1989)

»»30+ year career at Accenture in DFW
»»President of Heath Family Holdings,
an investment/advisory company
»»Chairman of the Fort Worth
Champions Council and a member
of Athletic Ambassadors
»»Member of A&M’s College
of Engineering Advisory
Board, Association of Former
Students Leadership Council
»»Sponsors and volunteers for
various programs within Memorial
Student Center with wife, Bettye
»»Board member of the College
for All Texans Foundation

»»Represents the third generation
to oversee Huffines Auto
Dealerships (9) in DFW area
»»Member of the Plano Rotary
Club and past chairman of the
Plano Chamber of Commerce
»»Former vice chairman of
Plano Economic Development
Board and Advisory Board
Member of the Plano Salvation
Army, Hendrick Scholarship
Foundation and DBU Trustee
»»Wife, Anne, and four children

»»Four sons

»»Former member of the Corps of
Cadets and the Ross Volunteers

»»Began career in Dallas with
Deloitte & Touche LLP

»»Served two years in the U.S.
Army as an Ordnance Officer

»»Relocated to the northeast
and was admitted to the
firm partnership in 2000

»»Held management positions in
engineering, corporate finance,
investor relations and marketing

»»Led and provided services to
Deloitte’s preeminent global audit
clients in various industries

»»Has contributed to organizations
including the Corps of Cadets
Association, Mays Business
School, A&M Foundation,
Association of Former Students

»»Serves as leader of the Life
Science and Healthcare
Audit practice of the U.S.

»»Supports the 12th Man Foundation
through capital campaign
gifts with his wife, Zou
»»Members of Champions Council
and Athletic Ambassadors

»»Supports the Mays Business School
and the Association of Former
Students with wife, Theresa
»»Football season ticket holder since
1999 and has donated generously
to many capital funding projects
»»Three boys

RANDY HALE ’85
HOUSTON, TX
Rock Hill Capital

JAY GRAHAM ’92
HOUSTON, TX
WildHorse Resource Development

KEVIN MCDONALD ’89
HOUSTON, TX
Keane

DON MEYER ’78
SAN ANTONIO, TX
Hallmark Specialty Underwriters, Inc.

»»BBA in Accounting (1985)

»»BS in Petroleum Engineering (1992)

»»BS in Agricultural Economics (1989)

»»BS in Animal Science (1978)

»»Began career at Arthur
Andersen & Co. in Houston

»»CEO and co-founder of WildHorse
Resource Development Corporation

»»Keane’s Executive Vice President,
General Counsel & Secretary

»»35+ years of experience in
the insurance industry

»»Founded Rock Hill Capital in 2007
and serves as Managing Director

»»Member of the Petroleum
Engineering Academy of
Distinguished Graduates

»»Held professional leadership
positions at Valero Energy, Anadarko
Petroleum and Cooper Industries

»»President of Hallmark Specialty
Underwriters, Inc.

»»Serves of the Petroleum Industry
Advisory Board and the College
of Engineering Advisory Council

»»Served as President & Chief
Executive Officer and acting
General Council of Arms of Hope

»»Co-founder and advisor to Texas
A&M’s Petroleum Ventures Program

»»Practiced as a partner
at international law firm
Fulbright & Jaworski LLP

»»Active investor and founder of
several private businesses
»»Past President of Houston
Venture Capital Association
»»Member of the Association
for Corporate Growth
»»Chairman of the Board of Boys
and Girls Country of Houston,
Trustee of Boys and Girls of
Houston Endowment Fund
»»Established a Permanently
Endowed 12th Man Scholarship
in 1998 with wife, Tracy
»»Three children

»»Founded the April and Jay
Graham Fellowship for Military
Service Initiatives at the Bush
Institute with wife, April
»»Serves of several other charitable
boards beyond his career field
»»Two boys

»»Served at Marathon Oil on the
Deputy General Counsel of
Corporate Legal Services and
Government Relations, Deputy
General Counsel of Governance,
Compliance & Corporate Services,
and Assistant General Counsel

»»Has made generous donations
to several 12th Man Foundation
capital campaigns and A&M
Foundation endowed scholarships
with wife, Carol ’78
»»Serve as Captains of the San
Antonio Champions Council
»»Two Aggie children

»»Wife, Nathalie
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Educate
and Elevate
E. King Gill Award recipients
Carolyn and Tommie Lohman ’59
found a rewarding joy investing in
A&M students and student-athletes
BY LEANNE SOUTH

THE E. KING GILL AWARD

“

IT’S OVERWHELMING. TO BE
ACKNOWLEDGED WITH SUCH
AN AWARD IS HUMBLING. THAT
SOUNDS SO TRITE TO SAY, BUT
IT REALLY IS HUMBLING.

COURTESY OF CAROLYN LOHMAN

– CAROLYN LOHMAN

In October 2017, Carolyn and the late Tommie
Lohman ’59 were announced as recipients of the
prestigious E. King Gill Award.
Carolyn, with her grandson Cason by her side,
was honored at halftime of the Texas A&M-Auburn football game on Nov. 4, 2017. Tommie, class
of 1959, passed away in 2012.
“To be acknowledged with such an award is humbling,” Carolyn said during the recognition. “That
sounds so trite to say, but it really is humbling. I
wish my husband could have been here for this. It’s
great to be here with Cason, though, because he’s
so much like his grandfather. I’m so proud of him.”
Fixtures at A&M sporting events and longtime
supporters of Aggie Athletics, the Lohmans have
been instrumental in A&M’s rise to athletic prominence. They embody every aspect of the award,
which is presented annually to 12th Man Foundation donors who have generously helped the organization realize its mission of funding scholarships,
programs and facilities in support of championship athletics.
Aggie Role Models
Tommie was destined to work in the oil industry. He grew up in Shreveport, La. and learned the
business from his father, the late Zeke Lohman, Jr.,

a wildcatter. Zeke encouraged Tommie to attend
A&M because he believed the university’s values
and education would serve his son well.
Carolyn met Tommie the summer between his
junior and senior year at A&M when he interned
with Shell outside of her hometown of Quitman,
Texas. She was in summer school at TCU when a
friend encouraged her to come home for a visit to
meet a handsome Aggie who came to the Dairy
Queen every night.
The two hit if off and spent the 1958 fall semester
traveling back and forth between College Station
and Fort Worth. Toward the end of the semester
Tommie proposed, saying they had to marry so he
could stay in College Station and focus on his studies. They wed on Dec. 27, 1958.
With a degree in petroleum engineering, Tommie’s first job took the couple to Beeville and
launched a successful career, most of which was
spent as an executive with Texas Oil & Gas and as
president of Delhi Gas Pipeline. Tommie earned a
reputation as frank and ambitious with high standards. He loved the oil and gas industry and sought
to mentor promising young employees.
Tommie was a hard worker, but never let his
career interfere with family. This excerpt from his
2012 obituary encapsulates it best:
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Carolyn, with her
grandson Cason, was
honored at halftime
of the A&M-Auburn
football game on
Nov. 4, 2017, after
she and husband
Tommie were named
recipients of the
E. King Gill Award.
Tommie, class of 1959,
passed away in 2012.
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to be near their grandchildren, they turned their
attention to volunteer opportunities at A&M. They
eventually relocated to College Station in the early
2000s.

Dedicated Volunteers
The College of Engineering tapped Tommie’s
experience by asking him to serve on its advisory
council and later the college’s External Advisory
and Development Council. He was involved in several other organizations including the A&M Legacy
Society and Texas Aggie Bar Association.
Carolyn joined the Dean’s Development Council
within the College of Education and Human Development. At her first meeting, she volunteered to
help with a new awards ceremony and was asked
to chair the event.
“That’s when I learned that there is always something you can do to help,” she said. “All you really
need to do is show up!”
Carolyn’s continuous involvement led to the
creation of three freshman learning groups by the
mid-2000s. More than a decade later, over 1,000

BRIAN DAVIS ’01

Whether rocking the babies to sleep, decorating
their birthday cakes, watching them play ball, skiing with them on the “black diamond” ski runs at
“Skistone,” exploring London or golfing together in
Scotland, there was nowhere Tommie would rather
be than with his family.
Carolyn’s parents’ approval of their marriage
included one stipulation: that Carolyn finish her
education. Her father, W.C. “Carroll” Swearingen,
graduated from A&M in 1940 and was the first in
his family to attend college.
Wherever Tommie’s job took the family, Carolyn
found a college where she could take classes. After
11 years, two children and eight colleges, she earned
a degree in home economics education from the
University of Houston.
Carolyn taught high school for four years and
gained a reputation as someone students could
count on for help. Following a move to Dallas, Carolyn returned to college, earned a master’s degree
in counseling psychology from SMU and started a
17-year career as a counselor.
After Tommie and Carolyn retired to Houston

“

I CONSIDERED
CAROLYN LOHMAN MY
FAIRY GODMOTHER
AT TEXAS A&M.
WHEN SHE IS TALKING
TO YOU, SHE MAKES
YOU FEEL SPECIAL.
THAT’S HER GIFT.

COURTESY OF CAROLYN LOHMAN

– JORDAN GREEN ’15

freshmen have passed through a Lohman Learning Community, a first-year experience program
for students pursuing education majors.
One of those freshmen was then-Aggie men’s
basketball player Jordan Green, who met Carolyn
during a Lohman Learning Community social.
After the event, he gave Carolyn a ride to her car
parked across campus.
“I considered Carolyn Lohman my fairy godmother at Texas A&M,” Green said. “After that
event, we sat in the car and talked for half an hour.
She asked about my goals, my future. When she is
talking to you, she makes you feel special. That’s
her gift.”
Carolyn brought leaders in education and athletics together to discuss ways to help student-athletes
succeed in earning their degree.
She is especially proud to have helped establish the Texas A&M Coaching Academy in 2013.
Directed by former Aggie basketball player and
coach Dr. John Thornton, the Academy mentors
students interested in becoming coaches.
For several years, Carolyn also helped lead a
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Giving back has been
a hallmark of Tommie
and Carolyn’s lives.
Their early gifts to
A&M centered on
students, but they
also made significant
contributions to help
elevate the football and
basketball programs.

dining tutorial that guided student-athletes through
a formal dinner at a formally set table.

Casting a new vision for fundraising

THE E. KING GILL
AWARD
Established in 2011, the E. King Gill
Award is presented annually to a
person or family who has been an
influential investor and ambassador
for Texas A&M Athletics.
The prestigious award honors supporters
who have generously helped the 12th Man
Foundation realize its mission of funding
scholarships, programs and facilities in
support of championship athletics. The
recipient is selected based on financial
commitment, exemplary service and leadership
as a volunteer advocate, ethics and a high
level of distinction as a role model.
The honorees of this prestigious award are
recognized on an engraved plaque in the
Claudia and Rod Stepp ’59 Grand Lobby, located
just outside the 12th Man Foundation offices.

E. King Gill Award Honorees
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017

Col. George J. Eppright ’26
Carolyn & Jack E. Little ’60
Kay & Jerry S. Cox ’72
Judith & Weldon Jaynes ’54
Alice & Erle A. Nye ’59
Dorothy & Artie R. McFerrin ’65
Susan ’13 & Sam ’70 Torn
Carolyn & Tommie E. Lohman ’59

In 1999, Tommie was appointed to the 12th Man
Foundation’s Board of Trustees, serving as chair in
2003 and immediate past-chair in 2004.
Aging stadiums and a need to build facilities for
several women’s sports at A&M spurred the 12th
Man Foundation to launch its first capital campaign
in 2000. The Championship Vision, chaired by Carolyn and Jack Little ’60, raised $52 million for a
south end zone complex at Kyle Field along with
new softball and soccer facilities.
The successful campaign proved that Aggies
were willing to support athletics, and the 12th Man
Foundation leadership recognized a need to meet
this new reality.
Weldon Jaynes ’54, who followed Lohman as
board chair in 2004, said Tommie strongly supported building a professional major gifts staff.
“Tommie was respected among the board members as a leader and problem solver,” Jaynes said.
“There were real concerns, though, about the cost
of creating such a staff. What happens if it doesn’t
work?”
In a close vote at the 2004 summer meeting, the

“

WE REALIZED WE
COULD KEEP PUTTING
MONEY IN THE BANK,
OR WE COULD DO
SOMETHING TO MAKE
A DIFFERENCE.
– CAROLYN LOHMAN

COURTESY OF CAROLYN LOHMAN
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board approved creating a major gifts office.
Fortunately for the Foundation and Aggie Athletics, the major gifts office has proven to be a
risk worth taking. After 13 years and several successful capital campaigns thanks to many dedicated donors, A&M is among the national leaders in funding athletic scholarships, programs and
facilities.
“Without Tommie, there might not be a professional major gifts staff,” Jaynes said, “and the 12th
Man Foundation would not be where it is today.”

Leaving a Legacy
When the Lohmans began to consider donating
to A&M, they looked first at students.
“We realized we could keep putting money in the
bank,” Carolyn recalled, “or we could do something
to make a difference.”
They made gifts to the College of Engineering
and the College of Education and Human Development that supported student learning and teaching faculty.
Their first gift to support athletics endowed a
student-athlete scholarship. Later, they sponsored
a banquet honoring student-athletes’ academic

success. Carolyn believes that student-athletes have
two jobs in college, and it is important to celebrate
their academic achievements.
The Lohmans have also made significant contributions to help elevate the football and basketball programs.
When A&M hired a new women’s basketball
coach in 2003, Tommie and Carolyn were among
the first to meet the charismatic Gary Blair. As
Blair and then-men’s basketball coach Billy Gillispie began taking their respective teams to the
NCAA Tournament, the Lohmans stepped up to
support both programs with a $1.5 million lead gift
for new facilities at Reed Arena. The 3,595-squarefoot Carolyn and Tommie E. Lohman ’59 Grand
Lobby at the Cox-McFerrin Center for Aggie Basketball opened in 2006 and serves as an integral
space for hosting recruits and events.
Before Tommie passed away, the Lohmans also
discussed a gift to the 12th Man Foundation for
the $25 million Campaign for Aggie Football to
upgrade football facilities. In 2012, Carolyn honored his memory with a $1 million lead gift for the
magnificent entrance to the Bright Football Complex. The 4,000-square-foot Tommie E. Lohman ’59

On Oct. 6, 2017, friends
and family joined staff
members from the
12th Man Foundation
in surprising Carolyn
on Kyle Field with the
announcement that
she and Tommie were
the 2017 recipients of
the E. King Gill Award.

COURTESY OF CAROLYN LOHMAN (THIS PAGE); MICHAEL KELLETT ’91 (FACING PAGE)

Center opened in 2013, and is a welcoming gathering space for coaches, student-athletes, recruits
and their families.
Today, Carolyn carries on the passion she and
Tommie shared for athletics and academics.
“Tommie was full of energy who played as hard
as he worked,” Carolyn said. “And that was a good
challenge for me.”
Still involved with the College of Education and
A&M Athletics, Carolyn is a regular at Aggie football as well as men’s and women’s basketball games
and enjoys traveling to postseason tournaments.
Above all, she wants to see every student-athlete
earn their degree as well as shine in their sport.
Indeed, the Lohmans have left a legacy that will
benefit students and student-athletes for years to
come.
“Tommie and Carolyn have been extraordinary
donors, but more than anything, I’m glad to have
called Tommie my friend and to still call Carolyn
my friend,” said Travis Dabney, 12th Man Foundation President and CEO. “I have a tremendous
amount of respect for everything they have done
in their professional lives and their philanthropic
lives. Texas A&M is lucky to have them.”

“

TOMMIE AND CAROLYN
HAD A VISION OF WHAT
A&M COULD BE. I’VE BEEN
SO IMPRESSED THAT
CAROLYN HAS CARRIED
ON THAT VISION. I KNOW
TOMMIE WOULD BE SO
PROUD OF THIS MOMENT.
– R.C. SLOCUM

a
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ANNUAL
FUND

Annual donations are critical to funding scholarships
and programs for Texas A&M Athletics

GO ABOVE
AND BEYOND
TO SUPPORT
TEXAS A&M
Strengthen your
connection with an
annual gift to the
12th Man Foundation
in support of
championship
athletics at A&M.
CONTACT THE
ANNUAL FUND
STAFF AT
979-260-2397

The Annual Fund department is dedicated to producing and facilitating excellence. With a vision
that stems directly from that of the entire organization, the Annual Fund is designed to fund
scholarships and programs in support of championship athletics.
How the Annual Fund Impacts A&M Athletics
Annual donations make an enormous impact
on A&M Athletics. Donors to the Annual Fund
include both individual ticket buyers and season ticket holders who pay an annual seat contribution or make additional philanthropic gifts.
Those gifts provide a significant portion of Texas
A&M Athletics’ budget.

Texas A&M

18,000

Auburn

17,300

South Carolina

17,200

Alabama

17,000

Ole Miss

16,000

Arkansas

16,000

Georgia

15,000

Florida

14,000

Tennessee

14,000

LSU

13,000

Mississippi State

12,000

Kentucky

12,000

Missouri

8,400

Vanderbilt

6,300
SOURCE: CSL INTERNATIONAL (2017 DATA)

ATHLETIC DONORS IN THE SEC
In the nation’s best conference, 12th Man Foundation
donors set the standard as the largest athletic
donor organization. Texas A&M ranks first in the
SEC in number of athletic donors and is 28 percent
higher than the conference average (14,014).
22

12TH MAN FOUNDATION

Ways Donors Can Become More Involved
Annual Fund gifts can conveniently be made
during the football season ticket renewal process
or at any time by calling our staff or visiting our
website. Donors are also encouraged to become
members or strengthen their current membership through the following programs:
MVP (419 members)

Active donor who makes an Annual Fund gift of at least
$750

In sports, the Most Valuable Player award is
an honor typically bestowed upon the best-performing player. At the 12th Man Foundation, the
MVP designation honors our generous donors
who support championship athletics through a
yearly philanthropic contribution to the Annual
Fund above and beyond their required seating
contribution. Thanks to the generosity of our
12th Man Foundation MVPs, Texas A&M Athletics is competitive in athletics and in the classroom. MVPs are invited to a 12th Man Foundation tailgate at a home football game each fall.
Contact Samantha Milroy for more information.
Eppright Distinguished Donors (1,556 members)

Individuals and businesses who have contributed at least
$100,000 (see listing on page 52)

The Eppright Distinguished Donors program
recognizes those who have made a commitment
to lifetime giving in support of Texas A&M Athletics. Members are honored at an annual event
and recognized on the wall in the lobby of the
Bernard C. Richardson Zone at Kyle Field. Contact Samantha Milroy for more information.

“We appreciate your support and look forward to
working with you in preserving the tradition of
championship athletics at Texas A&M University.

– Michael solomon ’04

Athletic Ambassadors (322 members)

Active donor who is a priority season ticket holder,
has donated at least $1,000 to the Annual Fund and
at least $1,000 to a Foundation capital campaign
(annual dues are $800)

The Athletic Ambassadors program exists to
raise awareness and support for the 12th Man
Foundation and its mission of supporting championship athletics through annual and capital
fundraising campaigns. Members are invited to
exclusive events including the annual Athletic
Ambassadors Summer Meeting, held at a resort
with athletics administrators, coaches and student-athletes. Contact Samantha Milroy for more
information.
A&M graduate within the past five years

The New Grad program is an exclusive membership opportunity for new graduates of Texas
A&M University. New graduates receive their
first year of membership in the 12th Man Foundation free – a $150 value – and enjoy many benefits including special pricing on season tickets
and invitations to exclusive events. Contact Callie
Boenigk for more information.

$34.5

Florida
Tennessee

$29.5

LSU

$28.9
$27.0

Alabama
Kentucky

$24.9

Auburn

$24.7
$23.9

Georgia

$22.0

Missouri
Ole Miss

$20.6

Arkansas

$20.0

South Carolina

New Grad

$42.8

Texas A&M

Vanderbilt
Mississippi State

$14.3
$11.6
$10.3
SOURCE: CSL INTERNATIONAL (2017 DATA)

SEC ATHLETIC DONOR REVENUE
The 12th Man stands alone atop its peers in the
Southeastern Conference. Texas A&M’s donor revenue
of $42.8 million ranks first in the SEC and is 79 percent
greater than the conference average ($23.9 million).

The Annual Fund Staff
For more information about the Annual Fund
or how to become more involved with the 12th
Man Foundation, please contact:

MICHAEL SOLOMON ’04
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
OF ANNUAL FUND AND
DONOR SERVICES
michael@12thmanfoundation.com
979-260-2395

SAMANTHA MILROY
DIRECTOR OF ANNUAL FUND
samantham@12thmanfoundation.com
979-260-2397

CALLIE BOENIGK ’14
MANAGER OF ANNUAL FUND
cboenigk@12thmanfoundation.com
979-260-2394
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2018 TEXAS A&M FOOTBALL

SEASON TICKET
RENEWALS
Renew your football season tickets March 5 - April 2
to secure your seat for the Jimbo Fisher era
TO ACCESS THE ONLINE RENEWAL SYSTEM, LOG IN TO YOUR MEMBER DASHBOARD AT
WWW.12THMANFOUNDATION.COM USING YOUR DONOR NUMBER AND PASSWORD.
THEN SELECT THE “SEASON TICKETS” TAB AND FOLLOW THE STEPS BELOW.

What if I do not
know my donor
number?
Please click “Forgot
donor number?” on
the login screen. If
you do not know the
email address on
your account, please
contact the 12th Man
Foundation staff at
888-99-AGGIE.
What if I do not
know my password?
Please click “Forgot
your password?”
to retrieve your
password.
Can I come to
the 12th Man
Foundation offices
for assistance
completing my
renewal?
Yes, you may come
to the 12th Man
Foundation offices
for assistance
with your 2018
renewal form. Our
offices are open
from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Monday - Friday.
CONTACT THE
12TH MAN
FOUNDATION STAFF
WITH RENEWAL
QUESTIONS AT
888-99-AGGIE
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1

2

Once you have logged in to your Member
Dashboard and selected the “Season Tickets”
tab, click the maroon bar that says “It’s time to
renew your 2018 Football season tickets!”

Here you will find your current seats and parking
for the 2018 season. To view and/or release seats,
click the down arrow in the seating box.

The deadline to submit your renewal is April 2, 2018.

If you release seats, you relinquish all rights to
those seats for the current and future seasons.

3

4

To request additional season tickets, use the boxes on
this page. Updates will populate in your ticket summary
in the right column when you advance to the next page.

Here you can opt in or out of the 2018 seat selection
and upgrade process. If you requested additional
season tickets, “Yes” will be selected by default.

For any questions or concerns, please
call our office at 888-99-AGGIE.

The seat relocation and new seat selection
period will take place in May.
VISIT WWW.12THMAN.COM/FOOTBALLRENEWALS FOR MORE INFORMATION

SEASON
TICKET
RENEWAL
TIMELINE
March 5: Football
season ticket
renewals began
online. Paper
renewal forms will
not be mailed.

5

6

If you would like to purchase tickets to the 2018 Arkansas
game at AT&T Stadium, you can add your requests here.

You can request road game tickets on
this page of the renewal process.

Orders will be filled based on availability
and priority rank as of April 2, 2018.

Requests will be filled based on availability
and priority rank as of April 2, 2018.

March 14-16: 12th
Man Foundation
offices closed for
Spring Break.
March 30: 12th Man
Foundation offices
closed for Good
Friday.
April 2: Deadline
to submit football
season ticket
renewals. Everyone
should be paid in
full, or on a payment
plan, by this date.
Late April:
Information about
expected available
inventory for the
relocation and
new seat selection
process will be sent
by email.

7

8

Here you can increase your impact with donations to the
Annual Fund, MVP Program and support organizations.

You may chose to have your season tickets
delivered digitally or USPS Priority mail.

Contributing to the Annual Fund during the renewal process
is a convenient way to directly impact student-athletes.

If you choose to have your tickets mailed, please
ensure the address listed is correct.

Late April: Seat
relocation and
new seat selection
appointment times
and instructions
for accessing the
system will be sent
by regular mail and
email.
May 1: Scheduled
payment #2 due.
Donors who opted
for a payment plan
will have the second
payment processed.
May: Seat relocation
and new seat
selection period.
June 1: Scheduled
payment #3 due.
Donors who opted
for a payment plan
will have the final
payment processed.

9

10

You may select bank draft or credit card as your
payment method. Bank drafts significantly reduce
the fees that the 12th Man Foundation has to pay.

On the last page you will input your payment information.
You can choose to pay the full balance or set up a payment
plan. When you are finished, click “Submit Renewal”.

If you choose to pay an extra two percent to cover credit
card fees, that amount will be considered an annual
donation that is tax deductible and accrues priority points.

If you click “Close” at any point before submitting
your renewal, you will exit the renewal process
and void all selections you have made.

Priority points for
seat relocation
and the new seat
selection process
will be calculated
for contributions
and ticket payments
received by
April 2, 2018.
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KYLE FIELD CAMPAIGN CELEBRATION
In 2013, Texas A&M initiated an ambitious campaign
to redevelop iconic Kyle Field.
Built on the premise of Shared Vision, Shared Commitment and Shared Benefit,
the Kyle Field Campaign set the bar higher than any stadium redevelopment
project in our country's history. At a price tag of $485 million, the project was
one that impacted current and former students, the local community and tens of
thousands of season-ticket holders and contributors to Aggie Athletics.
The success and funding of the project hinged largely on donors to the 12th Man
Foundation like you who were asked to invest through Kyle Field Campaign gifts toward
this historic endeavor as well as make annual seat contributions to pay for the construction
bonds. Not surprisingly, Aggies stepped up, answered the call, and allowed Texas A&M
to pursue this bold vision of a stadium that is unrivaled in collegiate athletics.

On February 23, 2018, we proudly announced the overwhelmingly
successful conclusion of the Kyle Field Campaign.
Because of your dedication and support, it is appropriate we say thank you.
You are the foundation on which college football's finest facility was built upon
and we are grateful for the way you have forever impacted Texas A&M.
MOVING FORWARD, NEW SEASON TICKET PURCHASES WILL ONLY REQUIRE AN
ANNUAL SEAT CONTRIBUTION IN ADDITION TO THE TICKET COST. NEW TICKET
PURCHASES WILL NO LONGER REQUIRE A KYLE FIELD CAMPAIGN GIFT.
Keep this in mind as you consider adding additional season tickets, or if
you have friends and family who are ready to experience the excitement of
the 2018 Aggie football season with new head coach Jimbo Fisher.
To those whose pledge payments are not yet completed, please know your remaining pledges
are crucial to the final success of this project. Should you have any questions regarding the
Kyle Field Campaign, our staff is available to answer any questions by calling 888-826-1284.

Because we cannot say it enough, thank you for your
commitment to the Kyle Field Campaign.
Your support has left an indelible impact on Texas A&M and for that we are grateful.

IMPACTFUL MAJOR GIFT DONORS

STEPHANIE ’94
& JOSH
DAVIS ’94
BY BRIAN DAVIS ’01

Stephanie and Josh Davis are making a difference

for Texas A&M Athletics.
The Aggie couple is helping provide A&M student-athletes the best opportunities to be successful with their generous support of the 12th Man
Foundation’s mission.
Josh’s impact is also seen inside Kyle Field, Reed
Arena, Olsen Field at Blue Bell Park and wherever
an A&M team might be playing across the country.
To call Josh a passionate Aggie sports fan might
be a bit of an understatement. He is a die-hard
A&M football fan, a vocal supporter of the basketball team and he loves the baseball program.
Frankly, if A&M is competing in athletics, Josh
is most likely in attendance or following it closely.
“I probably could be accused of being a little bit
too passionate,” he admitted. “But I love A&M and
I love sports.”

attended every football and basketball game he
could.
“I absolutely loved school,” he said. “I loved A&M
and the culture of the school.”

CAREER AND FAMILY
During his junior year at A&M, a pledge brother
introduced Josh to Stephanie, a fellow business student who the friend knew from high school.
“She graduated in 1994, moved to Atlanta for a
job and lived there with my sister,” said Josh, who
took a “victory lap” before graduating in 1995.
“When I finished school and took a job in Houston, she took a new job in Houston.”
Josh and Stephanie married in 1998 and have
three children – Joshua (15), Payne (13) and Libby
(10).

COURTESY OF STEPHANIE ’94 & JOSH DAVIS ’94

East coast to Aggieland
Like many Aggies, Josh’s family and the way he
was raised led him to love A&M and sports, but not
always A&M sports.
He grew up in the Washington D.C. area and was
a huge University of Maryland basketball fan – his
dad’s alma mater. A&M was out of sight, out of
mind until the family moved to San Marcos when
his father’s job in the Treasury Department was
relocated to Austin.
Josh’s older sister was the first in the family to go
to A&M. When it was his turn to choose a college,
it came down to A&M and the University of Texas.
“Truth be told, I did not want to go to school a
half an hour from home or 10 minutes from my
dad’s office,” he admitted. “So, I followed my older
sister to A&M.”
Josh majored in accounting and finance and

“Champions Council is a

great way to gain a lot
more insight into what
is going on in terms of
the fundraising process
and projects that are
underway or needed.
– Josh Davis ’94
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“When you have a team you

Like many Aggies at the time, Josh went to work
for Arthur Andersen straight out of college. His
career in finance has taken the Davises from Houston to Washington D.C. to Charlotte and now back
to Houston, where he is one of five founding partners of Stellus Capital Management.
“Three of us are Aggies,” he said, “and we’ve all
worked together for a very long time. I have basketball and football seats with one of my partners…
we do a lot of fun things together.”

can support and you can do it
with your family, you create
lifetime memories that you
will always have with you.
– Josh Davis ’94

THE AGGIE EXPERIENCE
Since arriving on campus in 1990, Josh has witnessed some of the greatest moments in the past 20
years of Aggie Athletics, including some unforgettable comeback victories.
“The 1998 Big 12 Championship game and the
2016 Northern Iowa basketball game are as good
as it gets for an Aggie fan,” he said.
Josh also likes to tell his friend and former
Longhorn quarterback Shea Morenz how vividly
he remembers him throwing the interception to
safety Dennis Allen that clinched an Aggie victory
in the 1993 A&M-Texas game.
Over the years, Aggie sports have provided the
perfect family experiences for the Davises. Josh and
Stephanie love the fact that it’s something they can
all do as a family to create lifelong memories.
“We’ve been taking our children to basketball and
football games since they were little,” said Josh, who
first purchased football season tickets in The Zone
when it opened in 1999. “While there are lots of
things you can do as a family, this is one that everybody enjoys. It’s a great, wonderful thing for us to
be able to do together and have that shared passion
for the school and its teams.”

For Stephanie and
Josh, A&M athletic
events provide the
perfect opportunities
for their family to do
things together that
they all enjoy and are
passionate about.

GIVING BACK
In addition to purchasing season tickets in two
sports, Josh has steadily increased his involvement
with the 12th Man Foundation over the years by
donating to construction projects for Olsen Field at
Blue Bell Park, the Cox-McFerrin Center for Aggie
Basketball and the Bright Football Complex renovations. He also joined Champions Council and
served as captain of the Houston chapter.
“Champions Council is a great way to gain a lot
more insight into what is going on in terms of the
fundraising process and projects that are underway or needed,” said Josh, who also contributes to
A&M’s Mays Business School and serves on the
advisory board for the Trading, Risk & Investments
Program (TRIP). “It provides a window that you
don’t normally have and definitely increases and
keeps your excitement about potentially being more
involved in helping out.”
From meeting student-athletes to traveling to
road games, Josh is grateful for the experiences he
and his family have shared over the years.
“When you’re involved with the 12th Man Foundation, you have opportunities with athletics like
Sideline Saturdays, where you can take your kids
down to the sidelines on Kyle Field. Or in basketball, you become friends with the coaches and they
invite you to shoot baskets at the practice facility
before games. That’s amazing.
“Our kids have had so many neat Aggie experiences as a result of our involvement. I think those
kinds of experiences are phenomenal.”

ENHANCE
A STUDENTATHLETE’S
EXPERIENCE
With their generous
support and love
for Texas A&M,
Stephanie ’94 and
Josh Davis ’94 are
helping provide
championship-level
experiences for
student-athletes.
Join Stephanie and
Josh as Champions
Council members
and make a
transformational
gift to Texas
A&M Athletics.
CONTACT THE
MAJOR GIFTS
OFFICE AT
979-260-7595
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EVA
PAALMA ’18

Scholar student-athlete, tennis player and CEO
BY DOUGLAS PILS ’92
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Aggies Read, a girl asked to wear Paalma’s A&M
jacket so she could feel like an Aggie student-athlete for 15 minutes.
“That’s the moment that put it in perspective,”
said Paalma, who started her final season with a 7-0
record. “Student-athletes here don’t often realize
how big of a star they are in other people’s minds.
“Being a full scholarship athlete here, I feel that
Texas A&M has given so much to me. And as an
international student, they have made me feel at
home here. I feel like I owe it back to the community, and it makes me feel like the community
deserves it. I do the most I can to give back.”
The work with We^3, or “We-Cubed,” allows
Paalma to give back to her closest community –
female student-athletes at A&M. The organization
started in 2016 as a book club with help from Kristi
Mejias, the assistant director for student-athlete
engagement for Texas A&M Athletics.
They read the book, “Lean In: Women, Work
and the Will to Lead” by Nell Scovell and Sheryl

We^3’s mission is to
encourage, equip,
empower and unify
Aggie female studentathletes through
mentorship and by
creating developmental
opportunities.

“Texas A&M is a place where

if you want to succeed and
you’re willing to work hard,
they give you every resource
and anything you need.
– Eva Paalma ’18

ANDREW HANCOCK/TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS (TENNIS); COURTESY OF KRISTI MEJIAS (WE^3)

Eva Paalma has been helping others for as long as
she can remember.
Early in life, Paalma’s parents told her that she
did not need to travel to make a difference. She
could easily serve others in her hometown of Tallinn, Estonia, on the coast of the Baltic Sea.
“Once you get into it you realize, ‘Wow, I truly
have an impact,’” said Paalma, one of two senior
captains for the Texas A&M women’s tennis team.
“It started from home, definitely. But it started
small with doing good things for my parents and
my grandparents.”
Paalma brought that giving spirit to Aggieland in
2014 and it’s been growing ever since. That led to
her being named to the 2016-17 SEC Women’s Tennis Community Service Team, an honor that recognizes what student-athletes do beyond the court.
Paalma’s list is long:
• Helped organize, promote and run the
annual Aggies CAN food drive.
• Participated in Aggies Read, visiting local
elementary schools to read and play.
• Helped out with Aggies Move, speaking to
elementary school students about living
healthy.
And she’s the CEO of We^3, the first female
student-athlete leadership organization at A&M
designed to motivate women to pursue goals and
professional careers outside of sports.
“She doesn’t accept anything less than giving her
all in anything she does,” A&M women’s tennis
coach Mark Weaver said. “People say that loosely
sometimes, but I truly mean that on the tennis
court, in the weight room, the classroom, life and
all of the extracurricular things Eva does. That’s just
how she operates. She knows no other way.”
Paalma sees the impact student-athletes make on
young lives through simple actions. On a trip for

We^3 hosted a
women’s networking
night last fall that
focused on network
building and why
it is important for
a student-athlete’s
career after sports.

TEXAS A&M
STUDENTATHLETES
ARE SPECIAL
Aggie studentathlete Eva Paalma
is exceeding
expectations as CEO
of Texas A&M’s first
female studentathlete leadership
organization.

CONTACT THE
MAJOR GIFTS
OFFICE AT
979-260-7595
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The big meeting this spring will feature all four
female head coaches at A&M – Trelle McCombs
(golf), Jo Evans (softball), Tana McKay (equestrian) and Laura Kuhn (volleyball). One text message from Mejias and all four said they would love
to come talk with We^3.
Giving back to her fellow student-athletes
through We^3 gives Paalma a lot of satisfaction,
even though the group’s growing impact may not
be seen immediately.
“What we are working on, it’s hard to see results
right away,” Paalma said. “Especially since we’ve
only been working on this for a year. We have some
seniors right now, so we’ll be able to see how we’ve
helped them going forward. We still see these little
steps in the future.”
Thinking of her final matches and stepping off
the court to work on her master’s in marketing at
the Mays Business School this fall makes Paalma a
little sad, but it reminds her that deciding to leave
Estonia for A&M was the greatest decision in her
life.
“Texas A&M is a place where if you want to succeed and you’re willing to work hard, they give you
every resource and anything you need,” she said.
“It’s in every aspect of your life. It’s professors in the
classroom, academic advisers, coaches and trainers.
It’s every little thing.
“They have opened so many doors for me. I
think the real, real impact I’m going to see is in
the upcoming years.”

a

COURTESY OF KRISTI MEJIAS

You can contribute
to studentathlete success
by endowing
a scholarship
through the 12th
Man Foundation’s
1922 Fund.

Sandberg. They met every three weeks, and after
the third meeting, Paalma and former track student-athlete Kaila Brooks took over planning the
discussions. In the spring, Mejias and her team
challenged Paalma to take a more active role in
the group’s direction.
From that push, We^3 – Women Encourage,
Equip, Empower – sprung to life. The group aims
to fulfill all three of the “E’s” through unity, mentorship and developmental opportunities.
“I think it’s extremely important for student-athletes that we not only identify ourselves with success in our sports, but we also want to identify ourselves beyond the success of the field,” Paalma said.
The group presented their ideas to A&M Athletics senior staff, including athletic director Scott
Woodward, for approval to move forward with the
initiative. They left the meeting with the department’s full support. Now, the group plans two premiere events each semester as well as monthly
meetings.
In the fall of 2017, We^3 held a women’s networking night that included a panel discussion
with ESPN analyst and former A&M softball star
Amanda Scarborough, A&M associate head coach
for swimming Tanica Jamison, 2014 SEC women’s
track and field athlete of the year Olivia Ekponé
and current softball player Tori Vidales. Paalma and
Brooks guided a discussion on network building
and why it would be important for their careers
after sports.

IMPACTFUL MAJOR GIFT DONORS

RHONDA
& TODD
OVERBERGEN ’88
BY BRIAN DAVIS ’01

COURTESY OF RHONDA & TODD OVERBERGEN ’88

Todd and Rhonda have
significantly impacted
A&M students and
student-athletes with
generous contributions
to the Mays Business
School as well as the
12th Man Foundation.

Todd Overbergen thought his football playing days
were over. Then his phone rang.
“Todd, this is Jackie Sherrill. We need a quarterback this fall, and I think you need to come down
and play for us. Freshman practice starts in three
days. You think you can be here?”
“Yes sir, I’ll be there,” Todd answered.
An all-state football and baseball player in high
school, Todd had recently completed his freshman year at Central College in Pella, Iowa, which
ended with a tough loss in the 1984 Division III
Championship game. Todd was playing baseball
at Central when he made the decision to transfer
to Texas A&M to study engineering and walk on
to the Aggie baseball team.
“I thought maybe my football career was over at
that point, but I wanted to continue playing baseball,” said Todd, who had first considered going to
A&M to play football and baseball when he was in

high school. “I called Mark Johnson, who was the
baseball coach at the time, and he told me to come
on down and walk on.”
Todd was set to move to College Station and join
the Aggies for fall baseball when his phone rang
that August.
The first call was from Tim Cassidy, A&M’s
recruiting coordinator for football at the time. Cassidy had heard that Todd was transferring to A&M
and wanted him to walk on and be the quarterback
of the ’85 signing class.
“I thanked him for calling,” Todd said, “but
told him that I had not thrown a football in eight
months and wanted to focus on baseball.”
Sherrill’s call came about 10 minutes later.
“When I hung up the phone, I told my sister, ‘I
guess I’m going to play football at A&M,’” Todd
recalled. “I went to a local store and bought a Herschel Walker football and started throwing it at a
telephone pole in the park to get my arm back in
shape.”

A UNFORGETTABLE YEAR
Todd always had an affinity for A&M despite
being born and raised 900 miles away on a farm
in the small town of Oskaloosa, Iowa. He grew up
watching the Thanksgiving Day rivalry between
the Aggies and Longhorns, and he loved the way
A&M running back Bubba Bean played the game.
“He was one of the reasons I came to A&M,”
Todd said.
As a transfer, Todd had to redshirt his first year
at A&M. He served as the scout team quarterback
for the 1985 team that won the Southwest Conference and defeated Auburn in the Cotton Bowl. The
42-10 victory over Texas that season is a game that
Todd will never forget.
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The Overbergen family
has enjoyed many
memorable Aggie
sports moments
together through
the years, including
the extraordinary
achievements in 2012-13
by Rhonda’s first cousin
– Johnny Manziel.

“It was so surreal,” he recalled. “It was so loud,
and cotton was raining down from the stands. That
was incredible. I met some of my best friends to this
day on that team. It was such an awesome year.”
Interestingly enough, Todd’s quarterback coach
that season was a young graduate assistant named
Darrell Dickey. New A&M head coach Jimbo
Fisher hired Dickey as his offensive coordinator
in December.
“He was great, and I’m really glad he is back in
Aggieland,” Todd said. “He is a very quality guy.”

STILL HAVE TO ACCOUNT FOR IT

34

12TH MAN FOUNDATION

ONE MORE DRIVE
Todd met his wife, Rhonda, in Houston when
some mutual friends introduced them in 1995.
They married in 1997 and have three children –
Clayton (18), Carley (17) and Cole (12).
Rhonda, a University of Texas graduate, was eight
months pregnant with Clayton on Nov. 26, 1999 –
the day of the Bonfire game.
“She wasn’t feeling well when she woke up that

COURTESY OF RHONDA & TODD OVERBERGEN ’88

After a couple of seasons of football and baseball, Todd decided to hang up his cleats and focus
on academics.
“I looked at my grades and I looked at my sports
and thought, I better get after it,” he said. “My dad
looked at me and said, ‘You better get after it.’”
Todd transferred from aerospace engineering to
the business school and was set to graduate in 1988
with a bachelor’s in finance.
“There was a recession going on and not a lot of
jobs in finance,” he said. “My wise old farmer dad
said, ‘I think you need to stay and get your accounting degree. It doesn’t matter whether the ink is red

or black, they still have to account for it.’ So, I stayed
another year and graduated with two degrees.”
After graduation, Todd took a job with R.H.
“Steve” Stevens ’62 in the tax office at Arthur
Andersen in Houston. He met the Aggie legend
through his friend and roommate, Shawn Slocum.
Steve was close friends with Shawn’s father and
another Aggie legend, R.C. Slocum.
“Steve’s had a huge impact on my life,” Todd said.
“He’s a great Aggie and a great mentor of mine.
He is a perfect example of the power of the Aggie
Network.”
Todd’s career in finance now spans nearly 30
years. In 2012, he and four partners founded Stellus Capital Management where he heads the Energy
Private Equity platform.

“I took a little bit of heckling in the early days,”
Todd admitted.
Things changed in 2012, though, when Johnny
Manziel took the college football world by storm.
Johnny and Rhonda are first cousins.
“We’ve had a fantastic time with his success,”
Todd said. “We spent a lot of time with Rhonda’s
family at games and were able to go to New York
for the Heisman Trophy presentation. It was a really
special time and endeared A&M even further to
Rhonda and her family, as well.”
Rhonda deserves the credit for introducing
Johnny to then-5-year-old Aggie fan Charlie Dina
and his battle with a rare form of cancer. She gave
Johnny the yellow “Charlie’s Angels” wristband that
he made famous during the 2012 season.
Longtime football and men’s basketball season
ticket holders, Todd and Rhonda have significantly
impacted A&M students and student-athletes. In
addition to endowing a professorship in the Mays
Business School, they are Champions Council
members and have been generous supporters of
12th Man Foundation capital campaigns including
the Olsen Field Renovation project.
“I’m a very big believer in the student-athlete and
that it adds something really special to our university,” Todd said. “I think the better your program is, the better known your university is and
that helps all of our alumni in everything they do.
I’m a very big believer in having a great athletic
program and if you can do it right, I think it trickles over to everything we do on the academic side.
“When I came to A&M I didn’t know a single
person at the school. Looking back, I know the reason I loved my time there so much was because
the great people there made it feel just like being
at home.”

morning, but she told me to go to the game and she
would keep me posted,” Todd said. “I really wanted
to go to that game.”
Todd went and with about 10 minutes remaining
in the 4th quarter and the Aggies trailing, 16-13,
his phone rang. Rhonda was having major contractions and he needed to go home and take her to
the hospital.
“Everyone around me knew when that call
meant,” he said. “But we had just gotten the ball
back...So, I decided to watch one more drive.”
Todd and his good friend, David Hotze, watched
anxiously as the Aggies marched down the field.
Then, Randy McCown lofted a legendary 14-yard
touchdown pass to Matt Bumgardner to put the
Aggies ahead, 20-16.
“It was spectacular,” Todd recalled. “We were celebrating, and then I grabbed David and said, ‘We
gotta go.’”
Todd and David ran through the parking lot and
as they reached their car, Kyle Field erupted. Brian
Gamble had just recovered Major Applewhite’s
fumble to seal the Aggie victory.
Todd had just enough time to pick up some cigars
and take Rhonda to the hospital. Their first-born
Clayton arrived just after midnight.
This fall, he will be a freshman at A&M.

MAKING AN IMPACT
Todd has always been a sports fan, so supporting
A&M Athletics has been the perfect way to keep
him involved. It’s also something his family has
enjoyed doing together – even Rhonda.
“She’s been a great sport and supporter of A&M,”
Todd said. “Even though she’s an avid Longhorn as
well, which is great.”
Rhonda grew up in Tyler in a family of Longhorns.

a

YOUR
GENEROSITY
MAKES A
DIFFERENCE
As Champions
Council members
and generous
contributors to 12th
Man Foundation
capital campaigns,
Rhonda and Todd
Overbergen ’88 have
made an indelible
impact on Texas
A&M Athletics.
Join Rhonda and
Todd in supporting
A&M studentathletes today
and tomorrow.
CONTACT THE
MAJOR GIFTS
OFFICE AT
979-260-7595

“

I think the better your program is, the better
known your university is and that helps
all of our alumni in everything they do.
– Todd Overbergen ’88
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JERRY
SCHMIDT

Director of Athletic Performance for A&M Football
BY WILL JOHNSON ’01

JERRY SCHMIDT
DIRECTOR OF ATHLETIC
PERFORMANCE (2018-)
TEXAS A&M FOOTBALL
HOMETOWN
HARVARD, NEBRASKA
PREVIOUS SCHOOLS
NOTRE DAME (1989-1994)
FLORIDA (1995-1998)
OKLAHOMA (1999-2017)
PERSONAL
BIRTHDATE: SEPT. 18, 1962
SPOUSE: ROBIN
CHILDREN: AUBREY & SAM

Jerry Schmidt comes from one of college football’s
power programs in Oklahoma, but that did not stop
Texas A&M from creating a wow factor upon his
arrival.
“When you get off the plane, you look over and
see the commitment with the stadium,” Schmidt
said. “It’s amazing.”
That sentiment continued when he stepped into
his new quarters.
“The Davis Player Development Center is impressive and a facility you look forward to,” Schmidt
added. “It’s the way a weight room should be built,
the way it should be designed. It has a very good
atmosphere.”
Schmidt pinpoints the high ceilings and large
windows as appealing amenities to the beautiful
facility. He and the Aggies have made good use of
it early in his tenure.
ALL IN
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BREAKING THE ICE
During a team meeting in early January, Fisher
introduced Schmidt to the Aggie players. The head
coach then turned the podium over to the leader of
his strength and conditioning program.
The team responded well and Schmidt was anxious to get started.
“We had an ice storm that night,” he recalled.
“Probably an hour after the meeting, I received a
text that school was going to be canceled the next
day.
“Here’s my first day, I have these big plans to
get the team going, and all of a sudden school was
canceled.”
Schmidt sent out an invitation for players to voluntarily begin their work towards the 2018 season.
“I told them myself and my staff would be here,”
he said. “We’ll have the same schedule. We want you
to be safe, but we’re going to be open if you want
to come up and work out. We want to help you.”
Nearly every player showed up.
“That’s how hungry these guys are,” Schmidt said.
“They want to work. They want to win.”

GREAT COACHES AND PLAYERS
Some of Schmidt’s influences are incredible. He’s
worked for Tom Osborne, Lou Holtz, Steve Spurrier, Bob Stoops and now, Fisher.
“You take things from a lot of different coaches
as far as discipline and believing and winning,” he
said.

TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS

Although he had not crossed paths with Jimbo
Fisher previously, Schmidt was impressed with the
new Aggie head coach’s intensity level, his attention
to detail and how much he cares for his players.
While Fisher and the A&M assistants focused
their relentless effort on the recruiting trail, Schmidt
helped keep the house in order back in Aggieland.
“He doesn’t need any problems here while he’s on
the road,” Schmidt said. “Now is the phase where
we make the players faster and stronger. He trusted
me to handle the team, start them off and get them
going in the right direction.”
While many head coaches turn their program
over to strength and conditioning during some of
the winter and summer months, Schmidt insists
there’s a wholeness to the Aggies’ efforts.
“This is a piece of the puzzle,” he said. “The coaching staff, the training room, the equipment room…

everybody that’s associated with Texas A&M football has to bring their piece. It doesn’t matter if
you’re secretary or janitor, you have to be all in.
“Coach Fisher is driving the bus. Nobody has
more energy than him. We have to match him, and
even try to bring more.”

Schmidt has helped players achieve historic
heights for several decades, including six Heisman
winners as well as dozens of All-Americans and
NFL stars. Giving to student-athletes like that and
seeing what they give back is a joy in his profession.
“They feel how much you care about them,” he
said, “and they’ll go to great lengths of working as
long as they know you care.
“They believe in you and you believe in them.
They buy into your program and the coaching staff,
and pull everybody together.”

“The Davis Player Development

Center is impressive and a facility
you look forward to. It’s the way
a weight room should be built,
the way it should be designed.
– Jerry Schmidt

THE AGGIE SPIRIT
past, and he is ready to take that into the future.
“It’s special,” Schmidt said. “When the 12th Man
takes the field on special teams, it’s important. It
brings the stadium together. Those are the guys that
build your program.
“The 12th Man may not always be as talented,
but they come in and work their tail off to get that
opportunity on special teams. And it affects your
whole locker room. That’s what it’s all about.”
Schmidt knows what A&M is about, and his tireless work to bring a championship to Aggieland is
well underway.

a

Schmidt hit the ground
running with the
Aggie football team
in preparation for
spring practice, which
begins March 19 and
concludes with the
Maroon and White
Game on Saturday,
April 14 at 4 p.m.

BRIAN DAVIS ’01

Perhaps the biggest reason that Schmidt is a great
fit for A&M is because his heart does not necessarily lie with the superstar. After all, he’s at a school
that raised a statue for a man that never played a
down. This spirit is not lost on Schmidt.
“Everybody talks about the [Baker] Mayfields
and the [Sam] Bradfords,” he said, “but you have to
think about all the blue-collar guys that go through
those offseason programs, who are not on scholarship and bring a lot to your program. You can’t
thank those guys enough.”
He has seen what the 12th Man means to A&M’s
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“

I know the world-class
degree that we receive
here can take me further
in life than anything this
world has to offer.
– Cason Sherrod ’18

CASON
SHERROD ’18
BY DOUGLAS PILS ’92
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A positive force on the mound
and in the community

When the Kansas City Royals chose hard-throwing
pitcher Cason Sherrod in the 13th round of the
2017 Major League Baseball draft, it seemed like a
good bet that the Texas A&M bullpen would have
a big hole to fill.
Sherrod was a workhorse in the Aggies’ march to
the 2017 College World Series, pitching in 30 out of
64 games, going 4-1 with four saves and a 2.89 ERA.
Looking back at the list of those drafted in the
13th round, all but four signed up for the chance
to start chasing their MLB dreams. Fortunately for
A&M, Sherrod was one of those four.
“I know the world-class degree that we receive
here can take me further in life than anything this
world has to offer,” said Sherrod, who was joined
by fellow bullpen mate Kaylor Chafin (Mets, 32nd
round) in passing up pro baseball for a senior season in Aggieland. “As far as baseball, obviously it’s
everybody’s dream to make it to the big leagues,
but sometimes you have to look at reality. Look in

THOMAS CAMPBELL/TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS

the mirror and ask yourself, ‘Is this really the risk
you want to take?’”
For Sherrod, the risk would have meant having
to wait to order his Aggie Ring. It has been ordered
and he will pick it up in April.
The risk would have meant being further away
from graduating. He will be as close as nine hours
away from earning his sports management degree
after this semester.
And the risk would have meant missing another
shot at Omaha. He is one of three senior leaders
on a team aiming to return to the College World
Series this season.
“I’ve been really fortunate to be a part of three
really great teams in ’15, ’16 and ’17,” he said. “The
leadership we’ve had those three years has been
something to look up to and learn exactly what it
means to be a team leader and be successful in that
aspect. I’ve always looked up to that and wanted
to do that.”
In reality, Sherrod has been displaying leadership
characteristics ever since he set foot on campus in
2014. His work in the special needs community
in Bryan-College Station is the place where that
has been most evident for two reasons very close
to his heart.
Born two months premature in 1996, Sherrod
lost 53 percent of his hearing ability, requiring
him to wear hearing aids. The other reason is his
29-year-old brother, Jordan, who has autism. Sherrod spends as much time as he can volunteering
with children with hearing loss and autism.
“I’ve really tried to use my platform as much as I
can to be an inspiration for other kids who might
be going through the same thing, whatever disability they have or are going through,” said Sherrod,
whose grandfather, Bud Sherrod, was an All-American football player at Tennessee and an A&M assistant football coach in 1958-59.
“If they have a dream in life, they can accomplish it,” he said.
Rob Childress said convincing Sherrod to wait a
year on pro baseball made him the kingpin of his
2017 recruiting class, but the Aggie head coach did
not want him around only for his pitching.
Childress wanted him around for his positive
attitude. The kind of attitude that does not ask,
“Why me?” when it comes to what cards life dealt
Sherrod, but instead, “Why not me?”

“He’s run with that (mentality) and that’s the
thing that makes me proud,” Childress said. “It’s
easy to say that, but it’s hard to live that. And he certainly has lived that. I admire him as much as any
player I’ve ever coached in 30 years. I do. That’s the
best way to describe it. I’ve been proud of an awful
lot of players, but I admire him as much as anybody.
“He’s pretty special to a lot of people.”
Sherrod calls his decision to attend A&M an easy
one because it felt like home. He’s very thankful to
the 12th Man for the opportunity to pitch for the
Aggies.
“I’m very fortunate to be here on scholarship and
have my tuition and school paid for,” said Sherrod, who recently got engaged to Chandler Havens.
They are planning their wedding for Oct. 27 of this
year. “Not every family is financially able to pick
off $20,000 a year for school. It takes a big chunk
out of a family’s well being. My family wasn’t really
able to afford that, so I probably would have a lot
of student loans to pay off. I’m very fortunate that
I can get out of college debt free.”
And the Aggies are fortunate that he’s back for
one more run to the College World Series.

INVEST IN
THE FUTURE
OF STUDENTATHLETES
As a scholarship
student-athlete,
Cason Sherrod is
making the most of
his opportunity to
earn an invaluable
degree from Texas
A&M University.
With a gift to
the 1922 Fund,
you can help
support the 12th
Man Foundation’s
desire to endow
scholarships for all
student-athletes.
CONTACT THE
MAJOR GIFTS
OFFICE AT
979-260-7595
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Sherrod, a senior
sport management
major, put his MLB
dreams on hold to
return for his final
season at A&M.

12TH MAN MAGAZINE / SPRING 2018

39

IMPACTFUL ANNUAL FUND DONORS

CHRIS ’05 &
SHANNON
BOWMAN
BY MATT SIMON ’98

Chris Bowman is a first-generation Aggie…by birth.

His mother worked as an assistant to a die-hard
Aggie fan named Henry Goodwin. When Chris was
born, part of his mother’s compensation package
was season tickets to A&M football games.
“My parents knew nothing of A&M, but my
mom’s boss wanted us to go to the games, so of
course we went,” Chris said. “I grew up in the late
80s, early 90s going to every home game and playing out on Kyle Field after the games. You can’t do
that and not grow up to be a die-hard Aggie.”
When the subject of college choice came up in
his regular high school guidance counselor meetings, there was no discussion.
“I’m going to A&M.”
The guidance counselor, undeterred, pushed
Chris for a backup school in case he wasn’t able to
gain admission.
His choice?
“Blinn…until I get into A&M. She literally
looked at me and said, ‘You’re one of those.’ And I
said, ‘Yes, I am.’”
And that was that.

GOD, FAMILY AND A&M
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BECOMING AN AMBASSADOR
Fresh out of college, Chris was introduced to
the 12th Man Foundation’s Athletic Ambassadors
program by a man he considers one of his greatest
mentors – Jerry Cox ’72.
“I love the Athletic Ambassadors Summer Meeting because it is such a great opportunity to meet
so many incredible people,” Chris said. “You find
yourself sitting with all these Aggies who have had
a major impact on A&M, and you are able to visit
and get to know them. It really makes for a great
atmosphere. I’ve enjoyed it every single year.”
Chris has become heavily involved with the

Chris and Shannon,
with their 3-yearold son, Hunter, are
actively involved
with the 12th Man
Foundation Athletic
Ambassadors program
and are football
season ticket holders.
COURTESY OF CHRIS ’05 & SHANNON ’08 BOWMAN

Chris and his wife, Shannon, were high school
sweethearts and have been married for almost 11
years. Both came to A&M, and while Chris earned
his degree in business finance in 2005, Shannon
left after a few years to pursue her true love in culinary school.
“She attended long enough to tolerate me,” Chris
joked. “For me, it’s just a part of who I am, and it is
what it is. I always say that it’s God, my family and
A&M in order of what has made me who I am.”
When Shannon became pregnant with their first
child, Chris made one request. “I told her if we
could put Kyle, Olsen or Reed in the baby’s name

somewhere, I’d be happy.”
The couple’s 3-year-old son is named Hunter
Reed.

Athletic Ambassadors is crucial to the 12th Man
Foundation Annual Fund’s mission to fund scholarships and programs in support of championship
athletics.

Athletic Ambassadors, serving on the membership committee several times and even emceeing
the business meeting in 2013. One of his favorite
things about the group, especially for someone who
joined in his 20s, is watching the younger generations become involved.
“When I first joined I was an outlier age-wise,” he
said. “I’ve had the pleasure of seeing it morph into
a lot of young Aggies, families and family activities.
It’s been a joy of mine to be a part of that.”
Now in his mid-30s, Chris and his family have
enjoyed spending time not only with fellow donors,
but with student-athletes, coaches and yell leaders at the popular summer meetings. This year’s
event takes place at the Hyatt Regency Lost Pines
in Bastrop, Texas, June 28-30.

THE AGGIE HEARTBEAT
In addition to being Athletic Ambassadors, Chris
and Shannon are football season ticket holders and
attend basketball and baseball games when they
can.
Chris is a member of the Aggie Golf Association,
which helps the men’s golf program compete at the
highest levels of collegiate golf while providing academic support for student-athletes.
He is also a member of the Aggie Soccer Club,
which brings donors closer to the program while
enhancing academic and athletic support for soccer student-athletes.
He has also used his experience to give back
to Aggie Athletics. Chris, who began his career
at Merrill Lynch’s Private Banking & Investment
group, has worked at UBS Private Wealth Management since 2008 and helps wealthy families with a
broad range of financial issues. Chris and his team
have volunteered their services to A&M football
players who are preparing for the NFL Draft, which
gives them an opportunity to ask questions and
discuss responsible financial management before
they are drafted.
Chris says the reason it’s so easy to be drawn to
college athletics is that it is common ground, bringing current, former and future students together.
“When Aggies from different places and different
backgrounds join together in the stands, we are no
longer different. We are the 12th Man, the heartbeat
of Aggieland.”

REPRESENTING THE 12TH MAN
During the seat selection process for Kyle Field,
Chris recognized an important role of Athletic
Ambassadors.
“It was a hot-button issue for a lot of people,” he
recalled. “It was really hard for the 12th Man Foundation, A&M Athletics and the university to make
sure everyone had the right information. And for
me, in that moment, it became very clear why we
are Ambassadors.
“We really held a lot of value there because you
had this group of 500 people that suddenly had the
right information and were sent out into the general
population. And our job was to make sure everyone else was getting the right information, not just
what they were reading online.”
Meeting fellow Aggies is one of Chris’ favorite aspects about giving back to A&M. The generous support that he and fellow donors provide as

ANNUAL
GIVING
MAKES A
DIFFERENCE
As Athletic
Ambassadors,
Chris ’05 and
Shannon Bowman
are making a
significant impact
on student-athletes
with their annual
contributions to
Texas A&M Athletics.
Join Chris and
Shannon as
Ambassadors to
help fund athletic
scholarships and
programs.
CONTACT THE
ANNUAL FUND
STAFF AT
979-260-2397
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“

I love the Athletic Ambassadors Summer
Meeting because it is such a great opportunity
to meet so many incredible people.
It really makes for a great atmosphere.
I’ve enjoyed it every single year.
– Chris Bowman ’05
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A Bryan, Texas, native,
Russell grew up in a
family of Aggies and
has been a part of the
12th Man her entire life.

Senior center fielder, community
volunteer and future professor
BY SCOTT RETZLAFF

ANDREW HANCOCK/TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS

ERICA
RUSSELL ’18

Making the most of her college years is something
Erica Russell takes pride in.
Growing up in Bryan, Texas, in a family of
Aggies, Russell understands the history and traditions that Texas A&M embodies. The opportunity
to leave her mark at the school is one she does not
take lightly.
“I was able to go to football games and be a part
of the 12th Man while growing up,” Russell said.
“Growing up in a college town was different, but
it was fun.”
It wasn’t just the location and tradition that
attracted Russell to A&M. Rather, the people made
all the difference.
“Coach [Jo] Evans was one of the primary reasons I wanted to come here,” Russell said. “I also
love the sense of family this school has and everything that A&M stands for.”
Now a senior, Russell has provided consistent
defense as a fixture in center field for the Aggies.
She has produced several web gems during her
career, but an early-season play in 2017 certainly
stands out.
In a win over then-No. 1 Florida State, Russell
made a fantastic grab to rob a home run in the fifth
inning. Russell’s catch did not go unnoticed, earning a spot on ESPN SportsCenter’s Top 10 list. The
2017 campaign was full of memorable moments for
Russell and her team.
“The SportsCenter Top 10 was pretty awesome,”
Russell admitted. “Being on the field with my teammates at Tennessee in last year’s Super Regional also
stands out, as does making the Women’s College
World Series. You dream about making it there as
a little kid, so it was a dream come true to be a part
of a team that made it.”
Russell’s success goes well beyond the diamond.
Her time at A&M has provided opportunities she
does not take for granted.

COURTESY OF ERICA RUSSELL

Russell and her teammates have been heavily
involved in the community, working with the Girl
Scouts and assisting with Aggies CAN – the largest
student-athlete led canned food drive in the nation.
She also speaks highly of her experiences with the
Special Olympics and the Down Right Perfect game
for Down syndrome awareness.
“Erica is an exceptional young woman,” Evans
said. “She is a compassionate person. She makes the
people around her better. She is kind, considerate,
thoughtful and willing to make sacrifices for the
betterment of her friends, family and our program.”
A&M’s academics also have Russell heading
down the right path. An agriculture and leadership major, Russell has already applied for graduate school and has her career goals planned out.
“A leadership class with Dr. Jennifer Strong
changed my view on everything I ever knew about
education and people,” Russell said. “I’m a people
person. I really enjoy learning about what makes
people successful and what motivates them. My
long-term goal is to earn my PhD and become a
leadership professor.”
With her athletic background, Russell also has
not ruled out the potential of coaching.
“Coaching would be fun for me,” she admitted.

Erica Russell is
seeking to change
lives through her
experience at A&M.
Invest in the future
of Aggie studentathletes by giving
to the 1922 Fund.
CONTACT THE
MAJOR GIFTS
OFFICE AT
979-260-7595

“Anything where I would have the opportunity to
change peoples’ lives is what I’m interested in. So
many have impacted my life, so I want to give back.”
It’s clear that Russell has embraced her opportunity as a student-athlete at A&M.
“I couldn’t be more grateful,” Russell said. “It’s a
blessing to me, and it should be to anyone else who
gets the tremendous opportunities we get. There
are so many things that we have available to us at
Texas A&M. Everything you could want as a student-athlete is provided to you.”
The blessings will continue for Russell and Aggie
softball, as the opening of Davis Diamond is on the
horizon. It’s hard for Russell to hide the smile when
looking forward to the future home of the Aggies.
“Even if I get only one game on it, I’ll be grateful,”
Russell said. “So many have put their money, time,
sweat and tears into this stadium. So many players
before us left their legacy here for us to even have
a chance to have a stadium like this. As seniors, no
matter how much time we get on the new field, we
know we left our legacy for the people behind us
to play there. That’s what we wanted. That’s what
you’re supposed to do…leave a legacy.”
Expectations are high. Last year’s squad made
it to the Women’s College World Series, and every
starter is back this season. Russell and her teammates are not putting added pressure on themselves, though. It’s all about staying in the moment.
“It’s still a new year and a new team,” she said. “I
want us to have fun, because the game is supposed
to be fun. We play for each other and our legacy.
We play for the fans, and for the little girls who were
watching us in the World Series last year.”
Has Russell enjoyed her years in the maroon and
white?
“Heck yes I have,” she answered. “I love Texas
A&M so much.”

a

“I couldn’t be more grateful. There

are so many things that we have
available to us at Texas A&M.
Everything you could want as a
student-athlete is provided to you.
– Erica Russell ’18
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DONALD ’56
& JUDITH
ROBBINS
BY MATT SIMON ’98

“We went out to Junction in three air-conditioned buses, plus trucks with shoulder pads and
equipment,” recalled Donald, whose twin brother,
Ronald, was also on the team. “We came back in
one bus.”
One of the casualties of the camp was all-conference center Fred Broussard. His departure left
the team with a glaring hole in the offensive line.
“We did not have anybody who could deep snap
for punts and extra points,” said Donald, who played
tight end on offense and defensive end on defense.
“So, I’d run off the field when we were going to punt
the football, pull a jersey on right quick and go back
in and play center.”
Donald, who wore No. 81, had to switch to a
jersey with a number in the 50s in order to be eligible to snap.
In addition to
purchasing football
and basketball season
tickets, Judith and
Donald contribute
to scholarships for
student-athletes.
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laughs when asked to share his memories of the
time he spent with Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant and
the rest of his Aggie teammates out in west Texas.
“We couldn’t print most of them,” he said with
a chuckle.
Donald is the son of Cooper Robbins Sr., Class
of 1928, who was a well-known Texas high school
coach and later the freshman team coach at Texas
A&M. With a family that centered around two
things – football and the Texas Aggies – there was
little doubt where Donald would go to school. He
followed his older brother, Cooper Jr., to A&M.
Donald played football for his father as a freshman, and then was on the Aggie team that traveled to Kentucky and beat Bryant’s Wildcats, 7-6,
in 1953. At the end of that season, Bryant took the
A&M job. A few months later, the legend of Junction was born.

BORN TO COACH
As the son of a coach, Donald always had the itch
to explore the profession. While wrapping up his
college eligibility, he taught weight training in the
physical education department.
“When I was getting my master’s, I was Elmer
Smith’s line coach on the freshman team,” Donald said. “I sat in on all the practice schedules and
planning and so forth.”
Following a stint in the Army, Donald coached
high school football in Port Arthur, Snyder and Big
Spring, then in college at UTEP and as the head
coach of the University of Idaho.
One of his players at Port Arthur Jefferson?
Jimmy Johnson.
“Donald always said Jimmy knew what he was
supposed to do and he knew what the other 10
guys were supposed to do,” Donald’s wife, Judith,
said. “He was one of the smartest players he’d ever
coached.”

COURTESY OF DONALD ’56 & JUDITH ROBBINS
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One of the fabled “Junction Boys,” Donald Robbins

“He was the general on the field,” Donald added.
“He was a heck of a football player.”
Five years ago, the town of Big Spring held a
50th-anniversary reunion for one of the school’s
best teams in history – the 1963 Steers – of which
Donald was the head coach. He was invited back
and among other honors, was able to do the coin
toss prior to the game that weekend.
“To me, that speaks volumes of the influence a
coach has,” Judith said, “when 50 years later, your
players remember you and still want to see you, have
you around and honor you. The long-term character
development is extremely important to us.”

CHARACTER MATTERS

COURTESY OF DONALD ’56 & JUDITH ROBBINS

Donald and Judith met while both were working
in public school administration in Big Spring. Upon
moving to Llano in the 1980s, they began attending Aggie football games, purchasing season tickets
even to this day. They now live in Bryan and try to
make as many A&M sporting events as they can.
“Even though I graduated from Hardin Simmons
and my master’s is from Texas Tech, when I married Donald, my blood turned maroon,” Judith said.
“Of course, that had to happen, since my husband,
father-in-law, brothers-in-law, stepson and multiple
nieces and nephews were all Aggies. Needless to say,
there’s no burnt orange in any Robbins households.”
As much as they enjoy the games – “We especially love it when they win,” Judith said – they take

“We like to see students develop

their athletic skills and personal
character, so that when they
leave A&M, they are better in all
areas than when they got here.
– Judith Robbins

a very special enjoyment in seeing student-athletes
earn their degree.
No matter how long that takes.
“It makes you feel good to see someone you saw
play 15 years ago all of a sudden in the graduating
class,” Judith said. “And one thing we’ve always done
is contribute not just to the athletic department, but
to scholarships through athletics. Because providing scholarships for kids who might not have been
able to attend otherwise is important to us, too. We
like to see students develop their athletic skills and
personal character, so that when they leave A&M,
they are better in all areas than when they got here.”
Annual contributions by dedicated donors like
the Robbins ensures that current and future Aggie
student-athletes have the opportunity to earn a
degree from our world-class university.
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BECOME AN
MVP DONOR
WITH A
$750+ GIFT
With a yearly
philanthropic
contribution to the
12th Man Foundation
Annual Fund,
Donald ’56 and
Judith Robbins go
above and beyond
to support Texas
A&M Athletics and
student-athletes.
Join Donald and
Judith as MVP
Donors in support
of championship
athletics.
CONTACT THE
ANNUAL FUND
STAFF AT
979-260-2397

Donald and Judith are
longtime supporters
of Texas A&M Athletics
and try to attend as
many Aggie sporting
events as they can.
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DONOVAN
WILSON ’18
Thankful for his opportunities,
but hungry for more
BY WILL JOHNSON ’01

“My scholarship
means a lot. To
know all your
hard work
finally paid off
is special.

– donovan Wilson ’18
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Donovan Wilson is working his way back. The Aggie

defensive back is preparing for his second shot at
a senior season after an injury cost him the first
go-round last fall. An uphill climb is nothing new
to the Shreveport, La. native.
Heading into the final game of his sophomore
year at Woodlawn High School, Wilson only had
one interception and was not on the college football recruiting radar.
But Wilson is opportunistic, and that trait helped
set the course for his future. It all began with one
special quarter of high school football.
In the second quarter of Woodlawn’s game
against district rival Huntington, Wilson intercepted four passes and returned three of them for
touchdowns, although one was ultimately called
back. Later in the game, he nabbed a fifth pick for
good measure.
“It was a crazy game,” Wilson recalled. “I couldn’t
believe it. It just kept on coming over and over. I
remember wondering, ‘When are they going to stop
throwing me the ball?’
“Two days later, they told me I broke a national
record for interceptions in a quarter.”
College programs started looking at Wilson following his record setting performance, and he ultimately accepted a scholarship to Texas A&M.
“My scholarship means a lot,” Wilson said. “To
know all your hard work finally paid off is special.”
In his first career start as a freshman, Wilson led
the team with nine tackles in A&M’s 2014 Liberty
Bowl win over West Virginia.
As a sophomore, he topped the squad with five
interceptions and returned one 60 yards for a touchdown against South Carolina. The Aggies needed
it, as they won the game by only one score, 35-28.
In 2016, Wilson posted 59 tackles including 5.5

for lost yardage and established a reputation as a
playmaker for the A&M defense.
Although he had already made a mark on the
program, Wilson entered his would-be senior season with a chip on his shoulder.
“I want to prove a lot of people wrong,” he said
prior to the 2017 season. “There’s a lot of people
who slept on me. I want to make my point that I’m
a great player. I want to be a leader on this team.”
Unfortunately, his season ended in the first half
of the opener against UCLA.
“It was tough on me early,” he recalled, “but I
know everything happens for a reason. I’m just
excited about this journey I’m about to take, going
in to my fifth year.”
He rose to the occasion in high school. He’ll do
it again with this opportunity in college.
For Wilson’s second finale, he and his Aggie
teammates are embracing new head coach Jimbo
Fisher.
“We’re just jumping on [Coach Fisher’s] plan,”
Wilson said. “We’re ready to get things done out
here. There’s a lot of good vibes out here.”
As for those teammates, they are ready to see him
back on the field.
“Donovan, he’s strong. He’s a great player,” running back Trayveon Williams said. “He has a great
IQ for the game. It helps everybody out when you
go against a guy like him.”
Wilson remains thankful for the opportunity, but
hungry for more. Humility combined with an ambitious appetite can take a person a long way. And for
Donovan Wilson, this will take him even further
than he has already gone.
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A STUDENTATHLETE’S
EDUCATION
IS PRICELESS
Donovan Wilson
works hard to
exude excellence
both on and off
the football field.
By giving to the 12th
Man Foundation’s
1922 Fund, you are
supporting Aggie
student-athletes
athletically and
academically.
CONTACT THE
MAJOR GIFTS
OFFICE AT
979-260-7595

Wilson was expected
to be a leader on the
A&M defense last fall
until he suffered a
season-ending injury
in the season opener.
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CHRISTINA ’97
& MARK ’92
MORREALE
BY MATT SIMON ’98

Christina and Mark
began supporting
A&M Athletics during
the redevelopment
of Kyle Field.

“I never applied anywhere else.”

LEGENDARY MOMENTS

For Christina Morreale ’97, there was no discussion when it came to college choice. Her father,
Shelby Benbow, was a member of the Class of ’74,
and Christina was born in Bryan.
“My dad went to A&M, so I was going to A&M,”
she said. “That’s where I wanted to go.”
Her husband Mark, Class of ’92, also had a strong
family pull to Aggieland.
“A&M was the place for me,” he said. “My sister, Theresa, and her husband, Rob O’Donnell, are
both Class of ’90. My younger brother, Chad, is
Class of ’97.”

To hear Mark talk of some of the legendary
moments he witnessed – or almost witnessed –
would make most any Aggie jealous.
“The 1987 Texas game…,” he said. “I’m on the
third deck with Theresa, and everyone’s throwing
cotton. It was just an amazing event. It was cold. It
was Thanksgiving night. It was awesome.”
As a freshman at A&M, Mark was oh-so-close to
one of the most famous athletic moments in school
history.
In fact, he was only a few blocks away from Olsen
Field on April 16, 1989. The day that John Byington became a household name to Aggie sports fans
with two walk-off home runs in a doubleheader
against Texas.
“I lived in Treehouse Apartments,” he recalled.
“We listened to it on the radio, on our balcony. We
could hear the crowd yelling. It was nuts.”
However, it will be difficult for Mark to top the
2009 Oklahoma State game at Kyle Field. That’s
when he proposed to Christina.

A FAMILY AFFAIR
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The couple, who live in Seabrook, are the proud
parents of 4-year-old Jake, and Teagan, who is about
to turn two. Mark is also the proud father of his
oldest daughter, Marina, who is 23.
Mark and Christina jumped in to supporting the
program during the redevelopment of Kyle Field,
which was around the time Jake was born.
“We wanted to raise our kids around A&M and
A&M athletics,” Christina said. “We got season
tickets for football and then soon after that we got
baseball season tickets.”
Oh…and one more thing.

Christina and Mark
purchased football
and baseball season
tickets – and a motor
home – to make sure
their children were
raised around A&M
and A&M Athletics.

YOUR
ANNUAL
GIFT TRULY
MATTERS
Christina ’97 &
Mark ’92 Morreale
devote their time
and resources to
Texas A&M Athletics
as football and
baseball season
ticket holders and as
donors to the 12th
Man Foundation
Annual Fund.
Make a difference
and support
championship
athletics with an
annual gift.

COURTESY OF CHRISTINA ’97 & MARK ’92 MORREALE

CONTACT THE
ANNUAL FUND
STAFF AT
979-260-2397

“We got a motor home,” Christina added.
Now Aggie football games are a weekend affair,
and a family one at that. You can find the Morreales
at the Hildebrand Equine Complex with Theresa,
Rob and their Aggie daughters, Katelyn ’17 and
Lauren ’20.
And true to the plan, Jake and Teagan are already
falling in love with the place their parents care
about so much.
“Jake loves to go to the games,” Christina said.
“He’s in love with the Aggie Band. He always makes
sure he’s there for halftime. And we love baseball
season, too…the bubbles are a big hit. Jake has a
bubble maker. A&M does a really good job of making it fun for the kids.”

redevelopment started. He still serves as advisor,
and the sale allowed Christina to leave her career
in the oil and gas industry and raise the family.
“We’re very fortunate in that regard and are
excited to be able to give back to Texas A&M,”
Mark said.
But why athletics?
“Athletics really are the tip of the sword of one of
the greatest places on earth, in my opinion,” he said.
“They help facilitate a student-athlete’s success and
performance on the field into winning and show
the world what A&M is about. Most people see the
sports on television and, unless you’re from Texas,
you don’t really know A&M like we know A&M.
“Whatever we can do in our little way to help
that success, in the SEC and beyond, that’s what
we’re after.”
And for Mark and Christina, their favorite thing
about being Aggies are Aggies themselves.
“I think it’s the people you meet after you leave
and how it’s such a big family,” Christina said. “It
could be on an elevator at work. Both of us worked
in the oil and gas industry, and there were so many
people we met. The last company I worked with was
full of Aggies. It’s just such a common bond.”

a

“Whatever we can do in our

little way to help facilitate
a student-athlete’s success,
in the SEC and beyond,
that’s what we’re after.
– Mark Morreale ’92

GIVING BACK
Mark sold his cryogenic equipment repair and
manufacturing company about the same time
the Aggies moved to the SEC and the Kyle Field
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AGGIE LETTERMAN

MICHAEL
MONTGOMERY ’12
Former football player, heart disease survivor,
motivational speaker, actor and aspiring producer
BY CHAREAN WILLIAMS ’86

Michael Montgomery is a Texas A&M graduate. He
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A sixth-round draft choice of the Green Bay
Packers in 2005, Montgomery played 58 games in
six NFL seasons, making 122 tackles and five sacks.
He wanted to keep playing after the Packers won
the Super Bowl in his final season of 2010.
“I was in free agency, and I couldn’t pass a physical because of my knees,” Montgomery said. “I had
a couple of knee surgeries, and they said I couldn’t
play because I had bad knees. I always knew I was
going to go back and finish my degree, so that’s
what I did.”
He worked as a student coach on Kevin Sumlin’s
first staff while finishing his agriculture business

COURTESY OF MICHAEL MONTGOMERY

is an Aggie Heart Award winner. He is a former
NFL player for the Green Bay Packers. He is a heart
disease survivor. He is an actor. He is a motivational
speaker. He is a writer. He is an aspiring producer.
“Even though I’m a middle-aged man, I feel like
I’ve lived a lot,” Montgomery, 34, said.
Montgomery arrived at A&M in 2003 by way of
Center High School and Navarro College. He made
quite the entrance, passing out in his first practice with the Aggies and leaving in an ambulance.
Doctors diagnosed Montgomery with a congenital heart defect, Wolff Parkinson White Syndrome.
“I was 18, 19 years old and in my prime,” Montgomery said. “I was shocked. They told me to stop
playing football. I was so mad, I said, ‘I’d rather die
than not play football.’”
Surgery removed the extra blood vessels he was
born with in his heart, allowing him to resume his
career. Montgomery, who still undergoes regular
checkups but calls his heart “100 percent” now,
started a non-profit – Heartbeat Away from Destiny Foundation – to raise awareness of congenital
heart disease and the importance of early detection screening.
“Football saved my life,” he said. “A lot of kids
die without even knowing they had it. I was lucky.
I survived, and it made me a better person and provided me with a new outlook on life.”
Montgomery missed much of his junior season
while recovering after heart surgery. As a senior in
2004, the defensive lineman was voted a team captain, defensive MVP and first-team All-Big 12 as
the Aggies reached the Cotton Bowl.
Montgomery was perhaps the most deserving
Aggie Heart Award winner in team history.

COURTESY OF MICHAEL MONTGOMERY AND THE TEXAS A&M LETTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION

degree. Montgomery wanted to pursue coaching,
but refused to coach anywhere except A&M. Unfortunately, the Aggies did not have an opening.
“I moved back to Houston and was doing real
estate for a while,” he said. “I was trying to transition from the NFL life, and I started calling everybody I knew trying to network.”
A former teammate suggested he apply to be an
extra in a football scene in a Will Smith movie.
Montgomery won a small role and found it “really,
really healthy.”
“I decided to explore the film world,” he said. “I
took classes and went out for acting gigs here and
there. I decided to just go for it. I was young and
didn’t have a family, so I moved to California.”
Montgomery, who has made his home in the Los
Angeles area since 2014, has appeared in 10 movies,
including the lead role in Nothing at All, and two
television shows. He also substitute teaches on the
side while seeking to become a producer, and to
that end, is taking night classes at UCLA.
He also is writing his memoir with hopes of having it published next year. His story is one of an
“improbable comeback” and “beating all odds.”
During his rookie training camp with Green
Bay, Montgomery made a tackle for loss on a goalline stand. He stood up celebrating, prompting
then-Packers coach Mike Sherman to yell, “What’s
wrong with you, Michael? Act like you’ve been here

Although he lives
a busy life in Los
Angeles, Montgomery
continues to be
an active member
of the Texas
A&M Lettermen’s
Association.

A degree from A&M
changed Michael
Montgomery’s life.
Support studentathletes by
endowing a
scholarship.
CONTACT THE
MAJOR GIFTS
OFFICE AT
979-260-7595

before.” Montgomery responded, “Coach, I’m a
rookie; I haven’t been here before.
“You’ve always got to show people,” Montgomery said. “I never was the fastest. I never was the
strongest. I wasn’t in Texas Football. I wasn’t even
in the media guide. But I knew effort was going to
change my life. I knew effort was going to buy my
mother a house. I knew effort was going to put my
nephew in a better position to get an education.”
Of everything Montgomery has accomplished,
nothing ranks ahead of his degree. He is a proud
member of the Class of 2012.
“That place was truly magical,” Montgomery said.
“I was out of college seven years and went back, and
it felt like I never left. The love and the connections
grounded me and helped me get back to what I
wanted to do. Getting my degree is what I’m most
proud of in my life.”

a

“Texas A&M was truly magical.
Getting my degree is what
I’m most proud of in my life.

– Michael Montgomery ’12
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THANK YOU!

THE 12TH MAN FOUNDATION SALUTES ALL EPPRIGHT DISTINGUISHED
DONORS FOR THEIR LASTING COMMITMENT TO TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS
THE EPPRIGHT DISTINGUISHED DONORS PROGRAM RECOGNIZES THOSE WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED
$100,000 OR MORE IN SUPPORT OF TEXAS A&M’S ATHLETIC PROGRAMS

Amber & James Abell ’99
Linda ’70 & Doug Abshire
Dee Dee and Jon Acklam ’69
Donna & Donald Adam ’57
Kelli ’91 & Daniel Adam
Joan & S. Wayne Adamik ’58
Betty & C. Lee Adams ’63
Milton ’45, Gary ’68 & Danny ’77 Adams
Sonja & Neal Adams ’68
Ruth & Phil Louis Adams ’68
Phil Adams ’70
Ann & James P. “Beau” Adams ’07
Vic & Linda Adoue
Paula ’77 & Steven E. Aeschbach ’78
Natalie & Brett Agee
Margaret & Ben D. Agnor ’58
Texas A&M AgriLife
Robert & Elly Akin
Wayne Alani, MD PA ’79
Robert L. Albritton ’71
Catherine & Ford D. Albritton III ’69
Ford D. Albritton, Jr. ’43
Mike & Pat Aldredge
Sharon & Lovell Aldrich ’65
BJ, MJ, Michael and Davin Alexander
Kay & David Alexander ’71
Mark T. Alfieri ’83
Robert H. Allen ’50 & Judy Ley Allen
Allen Honda
A. James Allison ’59
Connie & George Y. Alsop, M.D. ’73
William K. & Doris Altman ’65
Francis X. Amsler
ANCO Insurance
ANCO Insurance Managers
Gay and John D. Anderson ’71
Anita & Gabe Anderson, Jr. ’41
Tricia & William C. Anderson ’74
Tracy ’92 & C. Jarrett Anderson ’93
Anonymous
Kamal Ariss ’84
Thomas & Lynn Arthur ’84
Renee & Steve Ash ’87
Michael ’88 & Carol ’85 Barrett Ashfield
Christie ’77 & Rick Ashley ’76
Anonymous
Billy & Donnelle Atkinson ’72
Josephine & John H. Atterbury, Jr. ’45
John H. Atterbury III ’70
Stacy ’91 & Daren Austin ’92
Sabrena & Daryl W. Austin ’94
Barbara & Dionel E. Aviles ’53
Baber Family
Brian Bachik ’86 & Jennifer Bachik ’87
Jo & W. Mike Baggett ’68
Denise & David C. Baggett ’81
ZoeAnn ’94 & Judson E. Bailey ’95
Tommy & Becky Bain ’71
R. Brant & Paige P. Baird
Jean & David Bairrington ’78
Barbara & Charles E. Baker ’55
Karen ’80 & Forrest “Glenn” Baker ’79
Michael Baker & Lauren Murphy
Carri Baker ’84
Baker Hughes
Kimberly & Tim Bancroft ’89
Kenneth Banks ’76
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Carolyn & Harwell Barber ’47
Sandy & Ron Barclay ’68
Mark D. & Rhonda E. Barhorst Family
Lisa & Warren Barhorst
Leonard B. Barker ’60
David G. Barker ’66
Doug & Sally Barkley
Don & LaGrace Barkman ’57
Barbara & Bill Barnes ’76
Barbara C. Barnett
Joy & Hall Barret ’51
Anonymous
Bruce Barrett ’79
Glenn and Trisha Barrett
Ray R. Barrett Jr. ’55
Rosey & Ron Bartee
Bob W. Bass ’72
Gary Bateman ’61
Melanie & Richard L. Bauer ’75
Lisa & David Beaird ’81
Denise ’86 & Andy Beakey ’84
Majel & Ronnie Beall ’63
Ramona & John Beasley ’62
Jean & Roland Beasley ’58
Johnny Becker ’74
Jeanne & Earl Beckman ’59
Mary Lou & David Behne ’52
Stanton P. Bell ’54
Gina ’89 & John Bellinger ’76
Jack L. Benson ’63
Ann & Robert C. Berger ’60
Lottie & August C. Bering III ’35
Kate Parker & Robert I. Bernath
Steve T. Best ’85
Gloria & Tony Best ’72
Debbie ’76 & John Bethancourt ’74
Annette ’78 & Robert Bibby ’80
Tasha & Jason Bienski ’92
Leroy ’56 & Betty Bieri
Joyce & J. R. “Dick” Birdwell
Suzanne & Randall P. Birdwell ’78
Birdwell Construction, L.P.
Anonymous Class of ’83
A. Wade Black ’87
Faye & Murray Blackshear ’81
Jason Alan Blackstone ’99
Ruth & Ron Blatchley
Joseph “Buck” Blevins ’79
& Tammi Monical Blevins ’81
Amy ’83 & Larry Bloomquist ’79
Judy & J. Charlie Blue ’60
Blue Bell Creameries
BMC Software
Anonymous
Frances & Harold F. Bockhorn ’39
Glenda & Roy Lee Boenig ’76
Rebecca & Bobby ’77 Boenigk/
Jaye & Jerry Congleton
Nancy & Robert Bond ’81
Derrith & Robert D. Bondurant ’80
Dorothy & Ibrey T. Bonnette ’40
Diana & Travis Booher ’62
Ann & Ray Booth
Martha ’78 & Mack Bostick ’78
Joan & Jeff L. Bott ’65
Greg Boyd
A.P. Boyd

Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam, Inc.
Debi Boyett
Denise & William Boyett ’71
Boyette Family Charles ’79, Suzanne,
Steve ’07, Chad ’11
Bonny & George Boykin ’66
Nancy Ann Bracken
Sterling Braswell ’87
Steve Brauer, Jr. ’02
Fred T. Braunig ’38
Nicki & Charles Bray ’81
Donald W. Breech ’69
Janell & William Breen ’91
David Clay Bretches
James & Darlene Bridges ’59
Charlie Briggs ’52
Barbara & R.W. Briggs, Jr. ’55
H.R. “Bum” Bright ’43
Clay Bright ’78
Natalie ’88 & Gary Brinkley ’86
Paula & David Britt ’51
Diana & Todd Brock
Millard Brooking ’79
Susan & Randy Brooks ’86
Betty & Bill Brooks ’54
Brent A. Brown ’90
Jack E. Brown ’46
Sue & F.E. “Frank” Brown
Kelly & Pat Brown ’80
Sue Smith & Craig C. Brown ’75
William A Brown ’59
Leann & Chad Brown
Monica ’96 & Gerry Brown ’96
Sally & Larry Brumbaugh
Patrick W. ’58 & Barbara N. Brune
Nolan, Hal, & Cliff Brunson
Donna & Patrick Bryan
Timothy N. Bryan ’72
Becky & Travis Bryan III ’69
Norma & Travis B. Bryan Jr. ’49
Mel ’52 & Alan Bryant ’75
Teresa & Phil Bryant
Vera & Roy E. Bucek ’42
Regina & Lou Buice ’79
Bryan ’94 & Rachel Bullington
Virginia & Gilbert Burciaga ’75
Bobbye & Thomas Burke
Melissa & Rusty Burkett ’91
Jere Lynn & James L. Burkhart ’57
Dr. & Mrs. D. Patrick Burney ’67
Jeanne & Murray Burns ’68
Lila & Don Burns ’61
Dayle & Tommy Burnside ’71
Carole & F. John Burton ’62
Shelia & Billy Busch ’82
Cathy ’77 & Dale Bush ’71
Anonymous
Kelly ’00 and Sean Butler ’00
Anthony G. Buzbee ’90
Penny ’78 and Stephen P. Byrne ’75
Sandra & Chris Cagle
Anne ’81 & Bobby Cain ’80
Jyl & Randy Cain ’82
Susan ’82 & Fred F. Caldwell ’82
Margaret & S.O. Callahan III ’42
Patsy & Gordon M. Campbell ’38
Anonymous
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Jim and Lisa Campbell
Sam J. Campise ’58
Nancy & Vito Cangelosi ’61
Mr. & Mrs. Allen ’97 & Emily Capps ’97
Debbie & Jug Capps Jr.
Louis “Louie” & Sue Capt ’54
C. M. Caraway & Sons ’32 ’62 ’87
Patti & R.R. Carey ’67
Michele E. ’92 & Clinton S. Carlin ’91
Mary Ellen & Dean Carlton ’49
Paulette & John Carlton ’82
Elizabeth & Hal N. Carr ’43
Deanna & Craig Carr ’80
David Carrabba ’72
Sandra K. & Ronald J. Carroll
James W. Carroll ’67
Fran & Bill Carter ’69
Dempsey C. & Kay Carter
Larry H. Carter ’69
Tamara ’99 & Tracy Carter ’93
Cecilia & Rene A. Casas ’89
Whitney & Jaime Casas ’92
Candy & Rick Cashen ’02
Marie & Red Cashion ’53
Linda & Pete W. Catalena ’67
Barry Cater ’77
Catherine Fenoglio ’00 & Tyler Kushera ’98
Lisa & Michael Caughlin ’77
Kay & S.W. “Bill” Cauthorn ’60
Vada & Durwood Chalker ’50
Richard Chalmers ’82 & Robin Galvin ’79
Carole B. & Eugene C. Chambers
Chancellor’s Office
Alice & Carl G. Chapman ’69
Lou Chaump
Chemical Engineering Department
Zou & Boyd Cherry ’67
Dean Childres ’67
Sue & Bob Childress ’53
Choc & Sue Christopher ’82
Anonymous
Cathy & Gary Clare ’85
Willard W. Clark ’67
Patricia & Michael Clark ’72
Donna & H. Craig Clark ’79
Linda & Dennis H. Clark ’68
Patsy & Kirk Cleere ’81
Barbara & Daniel D. Clinton, Jr. ’52
Coca-Cola Refreshments
Wade H. Cockburn ’75
Stephanie & Jerome Cohen ’84
Anonymous
Beth & James R. Coker ’60
Adonia & Kevin Cokinos ’84
Gregory & Page Cokinos ’79
Malcolm W. ’80 & Kerri Coleman
Brandon C. Coleman, Jr. ’78
Sarah & Mario M. Coll, III
College of Engineering
College of Science
College of Veterinary Medicine
& Biomedical Sciences

College Station Medical Center
Karen & Joel P. Collier ’87
Lana Wells Collier
Karen ’81 & W. Ed Collins ’77
James K. Collins, M.D. ’86
Joann H. & Michael M. Cone ’60
Dru R. ’80 & Michael Scott Cone ’82
Dr. Joseph M. Conflitti ’95
Thomas Conlee ’78
Ann & Harold J. Conrad ’58
Christy & Mark Conrad ’90
Paul I. & Cathy Cook
Sue & Leland P. Cook ’56
Ashley ’88 & David L. Coolidge ’87
JoAnn & David D. Cooper ’55
Theresa & Christopher Cooper ’89
Brenda Cooper
Kimberley W. & Stephen F. Cooper ’78
Joni G. Cope ’78
Barry L. Copeland, Jr. ’83
Robert A. Copeland, Jr. ’85
Morris & Sharon Cordes
Kay & Jerry S. Cox ’72
Shirley & Bo Cox ’74
Sue & Travis Cox ’76
Linda & Lester Cox ’69
John Cozad ’55
Nanci & Jeff Cranford ’86
Linda & Jack H. Crawford, D.V.M.
Anna & Bill Crawford ’54
Sara ’96 & Jeff Crawford ’96
Bonnie ’10 & James Creel ’69
Karen & Larry A. Cress ’76
Ann & Jerry M. Crews ’72
In memory of Curtis G. Crouch, Sr. ’49
Carolyn & John David Crow ’58
Margaret & Phil Crowe ’89
CSA Construction Inc.
Ignacio Cubero ’06
Melissa ’93 & Robert Cudd ’90
Kevin ’84 & Bonnie Cunningham
Bianca & Charles E. Cunningham ’45
Danielle ’07 & Doss Cunningham ’04
Anne Beck & Richard D. Curb ’72
Laura ’87 & Chris Curran ’87
Sue & Charles Currie ’77
Lisa ’85 & Peter H. Currie ’85
Lisa & Charles Cusack ’81
Mark & Suzanne Ivey
Joy & Thomas W. Dabney ’62
Dallas A&M Club
John & Staci Dang
Lyra & Edwin R. Daniels ’48
Gayla & Mark W. Davis ’68
Becky ’76 & Monty ’77 Davis
Sallie & Don H. Davis ’61
Mary Ann & Robert Davis ’80
Stephanie ’94 & Joshua Davis ’94
Betty & Webb Dean ’50
Randy & Connie Dean
Joyce & James DeAnda ’46
Sandy & Jerry Deitchle ’73

“Few things in my life gave me

more satisfaction than receiving
my degree from Texas A&M. But
giving back to my university
certainly comes close.
– Col. George J. Eppright ’26

Gay N. Delventura
Mike DeNiro Scholarship Fund
Derek Denman ’09
Donna ’78 & Mark Dennard ’78
Sheli & Robert W. Dennis ’83
Bonnie & Otway B. Denny ’71
Zachry Department of Civil Engineering
Michael Derr ’75
Michael Richard Descheneaux ’89
Damon ’92 & Cynthia ’92 Diamantaras
Shelley & Preston Dickson ’80
Kay & Mark Dierlam ’61
James Dishman ’53
Donelle ’81 & Hill Dishman
Anonymous
Rod Dockery ’66
George W. Doering ’58 Foundation
Sharon & Dwayne Doiron ’88
Angela Dominguez ’86 & Michael J. Barber
Mimi & Tom Dompier
Erin Donovan ’00
Thelma & Donald L. Dopslauf ’39
Yolanda & Chris Dowdy ’87
Clarence O. Dube, M.D. ’44
Beth & A. Scott Dufford ’82
Fred B. Dulock ’60
Betty & David T. Duncan ’51
Anne & David Dunlap ’83
Justin K. Dunnam ’03 & Roy T. Dunnam ’72
Marti & David Dunton ’85
Lisa ’92 & R. Scott Dunwoody ’93
Karen ’87 & Ivon DuPont
Barbara A. & Jerry C. Durbin ’57
Kenneth Durrett ’92
Dynamic Systems Inc.
Andrea ’94 & Lyle Eastham ’94
Gina ’93 & Steve Eckerman ’92
Rossana & William D. Edman ’62
Emily & Robb D. Edmonds ’71
Allison & Thomas K. Edwards
Celeste & Jeffrey Elder ’82
Linda & Charlie Elder ’76
Chris Elledge ’85
David Eller ’59
Andrew C. Elliott, Jr. & Barbara
Julie ’97 & William Elliott ’97
In Memory of Andrew C. Elliott ’33
Joy & Ralph Ellis ’52
Julia A. & Mark E. Ellis ’79
Bryan M. Ellis ’95
Gretchen ’91 & John Ellisor ’92
Caren C. 86’ & Troy N. Elms ’86
Nadine & John Ely
Anonymous
Engineering Technology & Industrial Distribution
Col. George J. Eppright ’26
John Erickson ’63
Dr. Charles A. & Sue Ernst ’57
Jacqueline & Rodney D. Erskine ’66
LuAnn Ervin, D.V.M. ’84
Carrie Dee Murrah
Flora & Perry Thompson, Sr. ’33
Joellyn & Ray H. Eubank ’48
Laura & Kim Eubanks ’79
Janis A. & John T. Eubanks ’62
The Family of A. Jack Evans ’59
David L. Evans ’81
William M. Evans ’58
Sterling C. Evans ’21
Ann & George H. Ewing ’46
Michelle ’97 & Bill Ewing, Jr. ’88
David & Mary Fain ’77
Sarah & J. Mark Fanning ’81
Mary Lou & Robert D. “Tex” Farmer ’52
Bob R. ’51, Randy ’77 & Janis Farrow ’83
Debbie ’79 & Ron Fash
Murray Fasken ’38
Hill A. Feinberg
Charles & Camilla Fenner ’54
Linda & Ed Ferguson ’70
Sylvia ’88 & Raul Fernandez ’59
Vincent J. Fertitta ’92
Terry C. & Patricia Finkbiner ’65
June & Nathan O. Finke ’70
Lou & Jack Finney ’38
Anonymous
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SuSu & Mark A. Fischer ’72
Jill ’95 & Todd Fisk ’92
Susan & Lynn Fister ’70
Andrea & Matt Flanagan ’90
Maxine & Douglas E. Flatt ’53
Robert & Linda Flesher
Gladys & James Florence
Mary Helen & Apolonio Flores ’62
Gina & Bill Flores ’76
Janet ’86 & Allen Flynt ’86
Maggi & John H. Focke, III, M.D. ’69
Rilda & W. Alex Ford ’78
Elise & Thomas Ford ’91
Lynn & Creed Ford III ’75
Fordyce Holdings Inc.
Norma & Leonard Forey ’72
Mary K Squires ’78 & Douglas A. Forshagen, Jr.
Douglas Forshagen, Sr. ’33
James M. Forsyth ’12
Fort Worth/Tarrant County A&M Club
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Foster
Linda & Joe R. Fowler ’68
David ’65 & B.J. Fox
Irene & Lupe Fraga ’57
Kim & Dennis Franchione
Frank Jr. ’65 & Frank Muller III ’88
Claudia ’82 & Bradley R. Freels ’81
Randy French ’76
Frost Bank
Mary Alice & T. R. “Bob” Frymire ’45
Frymire Services
Marilyn & Ed B. Fulbright ’49
Lindsey ’01 & Paul Fulham ’02
Virginia Fuller
G. Rollie White Trust
Patrick E. Gaas ’85
Anonymous
Gaeke Construction Co. Inc.
J. Brandon Gaines ’79
Janet ’76 & Charles Galindo ’77
Kathleen & John Garcia
Yolanda ’98 & Ryan Garcia ’96
Tina & Paul F. Gardner ’66
Julia & David Gardner ’78
Alice & Edwin C. Garner ’38
The Association of Former Students
Lisa ’91 & Porter S. Garner III ’79
Ann ’82 & Joe Garnett ’82
Donna ’89 & Phillip R. Garrett ’91
Pam & Larry Garrett
Dottie & W. Gene Garrison ’53
Patti & Freddy Gebhardt
David T. Gentry ’48
Mildred & Ross George ’55
Molly ’85 & George B. Georgiades ’83
Preston M. Geren, Jr. ’45
Debbie ’85 & Ken Gerik ’82
Barnett L. Gershen ’69
T. Getterman ’75
Cynthia & Jarrell Gibbs ’60
Kathy & Kerry Giese ’76
Susan & Tom Giesenschlag ’66
Raymond Gignac ’72
The John Gilbert ’58 Family
Anonymous
Susan & Joseph W. Gillespie ’54
Rhonda & Frosty Gilliam, Jr. ’80
The Gillispie Family
Melbern G. Glasscock ’59
Karen & Jay Glick
Emanuel H. Glockzin, Jr. ’72
Crispin ’94 & Kristen ’95 Glymph
James E. Glynn ’68
Sally ’85 & John Godfrey ’85
Kay & Dennis H. Goehring ’57
Juan F. Gonzalez ’73
Anonymous
Sarina ’90 & James ’95 Goodman
Linda & Henry Goodwin ’66, Bryan Goodwin ’98
& Michael Goodwin ‘03
Kay & Philip W. Goodwin ’73
Amber ’97 & Hunter Goodwin ’95
Patricia E. & Dr. William W. Gordon ’67
Gordon Edge Memorial
Shaun Gordy
Jean & Robert Gosney ’54
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Cassandra & Mark Gotthardt ’86
Carolyn & Damon Gowan ’58
April & Jay Graham ’92
Ellen ’82 & Greg Graham ’82
Earl Grant, M.D. ’50 & Glenn Grant ’74
Mike & Susan Graul
James R. ’51 & James R. Graves, Jr. ’77
Randy D. Gray ’78
Brenda & Jerry Gray ’62
Glen Gray ’88
William Greathouse ’69
Barbara & Don E. Green ’63
Cathy & Stephen W. Green ’80
Annette & Billy Greeson
LaNell B. & E. Gordon Gregg ’61
Robert W. Griesenbeck ’73
Lura & Marion M. “Bud” Griffin ’54
Sandy & Gerry Griffin ’56
Sandy & Larry Griffin ’56
Susan & Barry Griffin ’70
Sheri & W. R. “Randy” Griffin
Ricky Griffin
Sandra & Jerry G. Griffith ’54
Vera & Hayden O. Grona ’57
Patty & Doug Groves ’82
Susan & Charles Grube ’60
Frank A Guerra ’70
Marlene & Mario L. Guerra, Jr. ’94
Calvin R. Guest
Susan ’77 & Gary Guest
Donna ’81 & Tony Gullo ’78
Zelda Ann & J.W. Gully
G2K Development Partners
Mary Lynne & Don V. Hackney ’44
Nuala & Dick B. Haddox
Jon L. Hagler ’58
R. C. “Bud” Hagner ’48
Sharon & James Hail ’72
Michael T. Halbouty ’30
Randall B. Hale
Jenai, Christina & Pat L. Hales ’80
Brian Hall
Halliburton
Laura ’91 & Daniel Hancock ’91
Bill Hanna ’58
Pam & Bill Hannes ’81
Patty & Ray Hannigan ’61
Anonymous
Lori ’87 & Mikal Harn ’88
Charles T. Harris ’26
Joseph & George G. Harris
Catherine M. & R. Scott Harris ’61
Joan and Jim Harrison ’61
Harrison Family Endowment
Lauren & Glenn D. Hart ’78
Frances & Michael L. Hart ’50
A.N. “Dutch” Hartman ’49
Kenny ’10 & Jennifer ’09 Hartmann
Patricia ’92 & Robby Harvey ’93
Lou Ellen ’80 & Tommy Hassold ’80
Kathy & Terry Hatchett ’68
Greg Hatfield ’91
Brian R. ’76 and Debbie F. ’75 Hatt
Margaret & Steve Haverlah ’82
Denee & Tommy Hawthorne ’75
Matt Hayden ’03
Jeanne Haygood
Rosie & J. Patrick Hearn ’76
Janet & Douglas D. Hearne ’51
Bettye & Darryl Heath ’84
Andrea & David A. Heath ’76
Jon ’81 & Sandy ’92 Heidtke
Debbie ’87 & Max Heiner ’86
John O. Heldenfels ’60
Mrs. H.C. Heldenfels
H.C. Heldenfels ’59
Edna & F.W. Heldenfels III ’56
Elizabeth P. Heldenfels ’79 and Fred W. Heldenfels
G. T. Helle ’72
Matt Hemker ’98
John & Patrick Hencerling
Brigettee & George “Trey” Henderson III ’80
Barry Hendler ’71
Dane & Sharon Hendley ’80
Herb May ’70, Kris & John Stanzione ’93
& Matt & Cindy May

Dale & Jose L. Hernandez ’70
Anne ’78 & Mark Herod ’78
Martha & Bill Herod
Susan & Joey Herr ’72
Betsy & Lee Herring ’65
Betsy ’75 & Randall Hester ’74
Don P. Hickman ’50
Michelle ’89 and Rob Hickox ’90
Kay Douglas “Jack” Hicks ’64
Peggy & John R. Hill ’44
Hilton College Station
Barbara & Ben L. Hinds ’55
Nathan Hines
Margaret & Andy Hinton ’44
Dennis C. Hirschfeld ’74
Dawn & Kirby D. Hitt ’80
Betty & Charles Hlavinka ’54
Tammy & Tobias M. Hlavinka ’50
Susan & Terry Hlavinka ’85
Donald R. Hlozek
Larry Hodges ’88
Mary Ann & C. Ray Holbrook ’48
Pat & Gene Holder ’57
Ann & Stephen A. Holditch ’69
Cindy & Jerry F. Holditch ’79
Charlotte & Paul Holladay
Johnnie L. Holley, Jr. ’63
Paula Finch ’80 & John H. Hollowell ’79
Gayle & Ron Holsey ’87
Nancy & Henry Holubec ’61
Anne ’84 & Mark Holubec ’85
Patricia & Michael Homeyer ’76
Amy ’91 & Jonathan Homeyer ’90
Jeffrey A. Honeck ’82
Marilyn J. & James G. Hooton ’66
Gina & Jeffrey P. Hoover ’91
Kenny S. Hoover ’98
Nina & Mike Hopkins ’67
LaGena & Paul L. Horak ’90
David Horton ’93 & Rebekah Horton ’97
M. Cyril & Richard Hosley ’67
Anonymous
Lou ’85 & Mark Houser ’83
Houston A&M Club
Debbie and Michael R. “Mike” Houx ’73
Kathy & David Howard ’69
Belinda ’79 & Randel Howard ’79
Denise & Ronald Howard
Jennifer & Jimmy Howard ’82
Vilma & Danny Howell ’53
Jenny & Farrell G. Huber ’55
Kathy B. ’81 and Peter D. Huddleston ’80
Flora & B. P. (Billy Pete) Huddleston ’56
Larry D. Hudson ’75
Ann & S. Ray Huffines ’74
Sydney & J. L. Huffines, Jr. ’44
Dan Allen Hughes ’51
Glynell A. & J. Harold Hughes ’52
Kenneth E. Hughes
Peggy G. ’82 & Dan Allen Hughes, Jr. ’80
Holly & Joseph V. Hughes, Jr. ’75
Laura & Braden Hunter ’02
Billy B. Hutson ’61
Charles H. Ferrell
Kristie & Brant Ince ’91
Caroline & John E. Ingram, Jr. ’59
Sandra & Michael K. Inman ’79
James F. Moore ’72
Jack Hilliard Distibuting
Ricky R. ’81 & Terri L. Jackson ’81
Candace & Michael T. Jacob ’66
April & Michael D. Jacob ’01
Noelle & Davis Jahncke ’01
Jim W. James ’76
Debbie Ingram Dubose ’81 & James D. Ingram ’81
Johnette ’70 & Jon ’68 Jarvis
Todd & Julie Jarvis
Judith & Weldon Jaynes ’54
Beth ’88 & Brian K. Jaynes ’87
Tracey Jaynes
Dane ’98 & Bob Jenkins ’65
Sandi & Britt Jenkins ’65
Amanda & Tom Jenkins ’92
Debbie ’85 & Richard Jochen ’84
Wanda & John Barton ’64
Kathy & Thomas L. Johnson ’59
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Ronald C. & Dixie Johnson
Stephen T. Johnson ’84
Linda & David Johnson ’76
David A. Johnson ’87
Jacqui & Dennis Johnston ’69
Dianne & James T. Jones, Jr. ’59
Suzanne Jones
Donna & Edsel Jones ’52
Georgia & Bob Jones ’69
Dr. & Mrs. Robert M. Jones ’71
Myra Kay Jones ’74
Julie & George R. Jordan, Jr. ’41
Kathy & Joyce Gene
Kimberly and Scott Kammerer ’89
Martha Ann & Fred Kappel ’59
Jessie & Richard Kardys ’67
Josh ’76 & David Kaspar ’75
KBS Electrical Distributors
Ginger Kearns
Carol & Jim Keblinger ’53
Manon & Matthew Kebodeaux ’04
Rowan Companies
Lane ’80 & Phyllis ’80 Keller
James B. Kelly ’52
Beulah & Lawrence Kelly
Kim ’79 & T. Mark Kelly ’79
Lisa ’88 & Kevin Kennedy ’86
James H. Kennemer ’70
Jo C. & Donald F. Keprta ’56
Marlise A. & Scott E. Kercheville, ’76
Anonymous
Kick-Off Camp
Suzanne & John Kiella
Sally & Gene Kilgore ’54
Pat & Stormy Kimrey ’58
Winston Kimzey ’54
Guy D. King, Jr. ’52 & Carol S. King
Sheryl & Brad King ’90
Kelly & Robert Kippes
Chuck and Julie Kirkham
Melinda ’83 & Tom Kirkland ’76
Patricia J. “Patsy” & Warren P. “Pat” Kirksey ’56
Anonymous
Vicky & Terry Klein ’78
Lisa ’82 & Wes Klett ’81
Randi Mays-Knapp ’79 & Averyt Knapp ’76
Jan ’78 & Ronald Knecht, Jr. ’78
Anonymous
Anonymous
Weston B. Kowert ’15
Barbara & Arno W. Krebs, Jr. ’64
Anita & Ernest J. Krenek ’52
Kristen Distributing Company
Susie & Morton Krumholz ’54
Evelyn & Ed F. Kruse ’49
Verlin & Howard W. Kruse ’52
Ed ’49 & Howard Kruse ’52
Pam ’89 & Russ Allen ’90 (K-Solv)
Beth and Karl F. Kurz ’83
A. Kyle Kutzenberger ’01
L&F Distributors LTD
LJA Engineering, Inc.
Linda & Bob Lacey ’60
Michele & Jack Lafield ’72
Peggy & Mike Lam ’68
Pamela & Newton Lamb ’60
Bonnie & Johnny Lampo
Susan M. & David E. Lancaster ’79
Stephanie ’00 & Derek A. Land ’99
Beverly & John Landgraf ’73
Patricia & Cliff Lane ’59
Leonard & Angee Lane
JoAnn & Keith Langford ’39
Langford Family
Marian ’82 & Willie Langston ’81
Laredo Energy
William E. LaRoche ’48
Charlotte & Paul F. LaRoche III ’75
Louise & Camm Lary ’64
Kris & Walter E. Lasley, Jr. ’70
W.W. Latimer ’61
C.C. Creations
LE Foundation
Amy & Tim Leach ’82
Harry L. Leatherwood ’76
David LeBoeuf ’76

Karen & Brad Leist ’96
Betty & Paul J. Leming, Jr. ’52
Angie ’84 & Billy ’83 Lemmons
Dora & Leonard Leon ’45
Carol & Elton E. Lesikar ’76
Kim-Eng & Ken R. LeSuer ’57
Ashley ’91 & Will Lett ’89
Mr. and Mrs. Dan B. Leverett ’80
Larry Levine ’71
William Lewie, Jr. ’50
Joe, Opal, & Keith Lewis ’77
Perry C. Lewis ’85
Karen ’82 & Leslie Liere ’84
Tom & Sandie Light
Stacy ’81 & Tom ’81 Light
Michelle Lilie ’91
Gary R. Lilly ’60
Steven Justin Lindley ’97
Sara & John H. Lindsey ’44
Karen & Bill Linn ’81
Helen & George A. Linskie ’38
Murvil & Douglas Lipsey ’83
Edward B. Little ’74
Carolyn & Jack E. Little ’60
Pam & Larry Little ’73
Charles & Myrna Little ’53
Brian Stone Liverman ’99
Carolyn & Tommie E. Lohman ’59
Sandra J. ’79 & Stephen K. London ’79
Paula & Bill Lonquist ’48
Wade R. Lorenz ’47
George & Marty Loudder
Mary & Bert Loudon ’57
Mark Lowery ’01
J. Andy & Belinda Luddeke
Gina ’95 & Carl Luna ’91
Marilyn & John Henry Luton ’72
Jean & Thomas W. Lyles ’49
Johnny F. Lyon ’59
Bill Lyons ’59
M & M Farms Joint Venture
A. Ford Madison ’52
Joe’l & Rocky Mafrige ’93
Pam & Mark W. Magee ’83
Coco & Kelly Mahoney ’96
Maxwell Mandell
Ann & Charles Manning ’82
Julie (Pleasant) ’99 & John Manning ’00
Matt P. Marek ’89
Madeline & Ross Margraves ’63
Anonymous
Larry Mariott
Glenda Chauvin Mariott
W. Miles Marks ’79
Mark K.’84, Jackie & Alexandra Marlow
Linda K. ’76 & William H. Marr ’77
Joyce & Ronald Marshall ’63
Beth & Don Martell ’66
Jennifer & Jimmie “Beau” Martin ’90
Anna ’86 & Mike ’87 Martin
Jeannie ’76 & Bill Martin ’76
Martin Resource Management Corporation
Jeffrey M. Martinez M.D. ’85
Ramiro S. Martinez ’50
Nancy & Russ Mason ’70
Rick ’70, Martha & Michael Mason ’94
Christopher N. & Melissa S. Mason ’95
Ben and Kathy Mathis
David & Lora Matlock ’81
Kevin J. Matocha
Bettie & Charles A. Mattei ’49
Eddie & Joe B. Mattei ’53
Nancy L. “Evans” Matz ’73 & Jack W. Matz ’71
Chris and Ami May
Bobby Lou & Ralph P. Mayer ’48
Robert Sol Mayer ’85
James A. Mayo Jr. ’70
Lora & Marshall McAlpine ’76
Marilyn ’75 & Mark Puffer
Jeanne ’75 & John McCarroll ’75
Poppy & William A. McCarty ’57
Dana and Robert McClaren
Norma & Donald McClure ’53
Mindi & Jeffrey M. McClure ’87
James G. McCormick ’89
Brian & Wetonnah McCoy

Anonymous
George O. McDaniel
Nathalie & Kevin M. McDonald ’89
Lynley ’87 & Jimmy ’86 McDonald & Family
Linda McDuff
Susan H. ’78 and Ted E. McElroy ’78
McFadden Endowments
Judy & Jerry L. McFarland ’64
Megan ’91 & Jim McFarland ’90
Monica ’90 & Kyle McFarland ’89
Dorothy & Artie R. McFerrin ’65
W.C. McGee ’31
Reba & Kenneth McGee ’60
Ina & Bill McGinnis ’50
Sarah & Charles McGuire ’72
Kathy ’87 & Doug McKelvey ’87
John E. McKemie ’71
Karen & Andrew R. McKemie ’74
Col.(Ret) James G. ’59 & Barbara B. ’73 McKnight
Megan ’84 & Casey McManemin ’83
Billie Carole & Joe McMillan
Tracy ’98 & Randall C. McMullen, Jr. ’97
Karen ’74 & Kyle ’74 McNeely
Monty Meloche
Charles A. Meloy
Carolyn & Joe Merritt ’63
Christopher B. Merritt
Jeff Metzler ’83
Carol ’78 and Don ’78 Meyer
Stacy & Gus S. Mijalis ’56
Sandy & Ed Mikulenka ’58
Blandina & Robert Miller ’55
Patricia & Barry Miller
Kayle & Danny Miller ’72
Jeff ’88 & Rhonda Miller
J. Frank Miller III Family
Reinette & Jack Miller ’74
Connie ’79 & Bobby J. “Buzz” Miller ’76
Kendall A. Miller ’88
Vicki & Brian Miller ’80
Ann & Gary G. Mills ’65
Anonymous
Mollie & Larry Mims ’63
Sue Ellen ’81 & Philip Miner III ’80
George P. Mitchell ’40
Yeola & Melvin Mitchell ’52
Morris R. Mitchell ’67
Sandy & Bryan Mitchell ’70
Holly & Dr. Gordon G. Mitchell ’77
T.W. “Spider” Mohle, Jr. ’52
Susie Mohr & Robert E. Mohr, Jr. ’05
Carla & Rick Moncrief ’81
Carole & C. Barrett Monday II ’61
Deanna & Lynn D. Monical ’56
Barbara & Harold E. Monical ’58
Kevin Monk ’78
Monroe H. Fuchs ’56 Family
James R. Montague ’69
Roger Montemayor ’99
Jennifer & Daniel Montgomery ’86
Charles R Moore, MD ’60
Phyllis & James S. Moore ’52
Judy & Thomas Moore ’61
Betty & Joe Hiram Moore ’38
Kent & Debbie Moore ’72 & ’74
Sterling & Robin Moore ’81
Patricia Moore
Jennifer ’00 & Joel Moore ’99
Robbie L. ’86 & William A. Moore ’86
Rachel ’99 & Casey B. Moore ’98
Jim and Nancy Moore
Peggy & Jack Moore III ’56
Patricia & George B. Morgan, Jr. ’48
Timothy Moriarty ’90
June & Donald S. Morris ’51
Jean & Jack Morris ’52
Christine & Sealy Morris ’82
Larry D. ’66 & Janet K. Morris
Karen & Steven M. Morris
Robbie & Tom Morris ’62
Anonymous
John Morrow ’84
Julia ’79 & Chris Morton ’78
Anonymous
George Anne & Merle Muckleroy ’57
Muller, Joel & Kathie
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Irene & Albert A. “Gus” Mullins ’60
Hesta Mulloy
R. Gray Mundell
Anonymous
Shelley ’79 & Tim Murray ’78
Anonymous
N-LINE Traffic Maintenance
Hilda & W. George Nancarrow ’44
Fred Nasser ’82
Thetis & Loyd Neal ’59
Kenneth Neatherlin ’86
Mary Ruth & Othel Neely ’48
Ruth & William Neely ’52
Trisha & L.C. “Chaz” Neely ’62
Nell & Bill Neinast ’50
Shelley & Andrew Nelson ’92
Yvonne & George L. Nelson ’64
James K.B. Nelson ’49
Julie & Dean Nelson
Sarah & Ray Nesbitt ’55
Theresa & Henry Neumann
Karen & Louis M. Newman ’66
Cynthia & Keith Newton ’85
Rebecca ’74 & William Nichols ’74
Sherrill & Donald Niederer ’53
Donna & Joe Niehus ’80
Natalie & Alan Noack ’82
Lynda & Craig Noonan ’66
Sharee & David R. Norcom ’73
North Central Ford
Nancy & John William “Jay” Norton
Charlene and Waymond ’51 Nutt
Alice & Erle A. Nye ’59
Lauri & E. Allen Nye ’89
E. Kyle Nye ’10
Laura & Michael O’Brien ’78
LuAnn & T. Michael O’Connor ’77
Mrs. Thomas A. O’Dwyer
The O’Dwyer/Miller Family
Brenda & Bobby Ogdee, MD ’84
The Ogorchock Family
Linda & Fred C. Olds ’54
Ann, Richey ’71 & Robert Oliver ’74
Elizabeth & Edis T. Oliver ’63
Gay & Gale Oliver ’60
Leslie & William T. “Will” Oliver, Jr. ’91
C. E. “Pat” Olsen ’23
Denise G. & Nolan A. O’Neal ’82
Mary Ann & Dale O’Reilly ’74
Kathy & Tommy Orr ’72
Ileana & David L. Osburn ’81
Glenda & Doug Otten ’65
Rhonda & Todd Overbergen ’88
C.E. Rusty Overly ’79
Linda & Phil Pace
Rosie & Murry Page ’51
Theresa & Bill Page ’82
Wanda & Louis Paletta ’78
Pam & Robert Palmarez ’73
Vola and Fred Palmer ’59
Judy & Charles A. Parada ’69
Merita S. ’86 & Stephen G. Parker ’88
Patsy & Gary Parkey ’74
Susan & Dan W. Parrish
Marta & Stephen Pate
Cuatro ’89 & Kendall ’90 Patterson
Anne & Henry B. “Hank” Paup ’70
Dr. Eugene E. Payne ’64
Michelle & Brian Payne ’92
Emily & Ron Payne ’86
Ken ’85 and Kristin Pecot
Darcy ’87 & Edward Peek ’86
Teddy Peinado ’88
Darlene & David A. Pendery ’66
Kathleen & Darrell Pennington ’88
Joe A. Pennington ’71
Pepsi Beverages Company
Lea & James Perlitz ’58
Johnie L. Perry ’69
Florence & M. Bookman Peters ’59
Mervin D. & Annette A. Peters
Kris W. ’81 & Bruce C. Petersen ’83
Patricia & James B. Peterson ’72
Petroleum Engineering
Julie Pettigrew
Bert T. Pfaff
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Rose & Mickey Pfaff
Grace & Carroll Phillips ’54
Jane & Mark Philips ’78
Sarah ’84 & Mark Philpy ’77
Gayle & Scott Pierce ’90
David Pierce ’75
Debbie & Gordon Pilmer ’73
Lori & Brian K. Pinto ’93
Doug Pitcock ’49
Darlene & Rod Pittman ’56
Jeanne ’81 & David Pitts ’81
Gayle ’77 & Ronald F. Plackemeier ’75
Delores & William T. Plagens ’50
Susan & Michael J. Plank ’83
Pam and Greg Ploss
Keith W. Poe ’77
Populous Group LLC
Patsy & Bud Porter ’51
Gladys Boyett ’78 & Bill Poston ’51
Lisa & Brian Allen Poteet ’83
Alice & W. Scott Potter ’44
Anne & Tom Potthoff ’72
Melinda & Herbert E. Pounds, Jr. ’65
Adrienne D. & Blake A. Pounds ’89
Powell Industries Inc.
Summer ’99 & Victor Powers ’90
Ann & J. Tom Poynor ’52
Texas A&M University, Office of the President
Lou & Henry L. “Sonny” Presnal ’57
Jaime & J. Chad Prestwood ’96
Linda & W.A. “Buck” Prewitt III ’60
Linda & Steve Pringle ’71
George Puls, Jr.
Edlyn ’86 & David ’85 Pursell
Monie & Jamie Putty
Johnny B. Putty ’55
Sharon Pyburn ’78
Carl Jr., Gary, & William Raba
Peggy J. & Emory Al Ragsdale
Jack M. Rains ’60
Roberta & Ronald Rambin ’64
Patricia & Glendale Rand ’57
Gerald L. Ray ’54
Anonymous
Anonymous
Dr. Vannis Redman ’57 & Vanessa Redman ’93
Perry D. Reed ’76
Mark Edward Reed ’96
Kim & Wally Reid ’92
Elaine & Andy Restivo ’70
Mary Jo & Jack Restivo ’46
Rusty Reynolds ’55 & Ken Reynolds ’84
Barbara & Paul Reynolds ’81
Ben R. Reynolds, Jr. ’46
Ronny & Nancy Rice
Kay & Britt L. Rice ’74
Aarika Rice ’14
Anonymous
Cynda & Jim Richards ’69
Susan ’86 & W. Edward Richards, MD ’85
Jean & Bernard C. Richardson ’41
Judy & Gordon Richardson ’72
Bucky & Tracey Richardson
Susan D. & Joe C. Richardson, Jr. ’49
Cindy ’84 & Rance Richter ’83
Sue & Jess C. “Rick” Rickman III ’70
Michelle ’91 & Todd Riddle ’90
Karen & Larry Ridgway ’63
Sheila ’97 & James J. Rigelsky ’94
Deborah & Randy Riggs ’89
Gracie & Vance B. Riley ’52
Andrew Wes Riley, Jr. ’92
Rafael Rivas
William A. “Bill” Roach ’55 & Joyce Roach
Judith & Donald Robbins ’56
Wanda ’77 & David Roberts ’67
Robyn ’89 & Alan B. Roberts ’78
Kim ’94 & Tony Roberts ’93
Shannon ’86 & Wayne Roberts ’85
Karen A. Roberts, D.D.S. ’89
Martha & L. H. “Dick” Robertson ’56
Angie & Charlie Robertson
Deborah ’76 & Charles Robertson Jr. ’74
Phillip D. Robinson
Judy & J. Wayne Robinson ’68
Shannon ’00 & Justin Robinson ’00

Jason J. Rose ’95
Hazel & Kenneth Rosenberger, Jr. ’82
Marita & Earl E. Rossman, Jr. ’54
Clinton H. Rothe Estate
Dennis and Beth Rother ’73
Julia & James Rouse
Betsy & Sam Rowland ’55
RPC, Inc.
Gail & Danny Rudloff ’78
Michael D. Rupe ’93
Dina & Zane Russell ’87
Candy & Ronald Rust ’72
Susan & Mark Ryan ’81
Henriette & Gene Rydell ’53
John & Carol Rynd ’79
Nonnette & Walter L. Sajdak ’77
E.B. Sale ’38
Sam Houston Sanders ’22
Karen & Lee Sandlin ’75
Jane & Roy Santerre ’54
Malinn & Sandy Saxe ’75
Camella F. & Peter L. Scamardo
Pete & Jo Scarmardo
E.H. Schaeffer
Amber & Jason Schickedanz ’98
Clarence J. Schier ’38
Kristi & John D. Schiller, Jr. ’81
Schlumberger
Judy & Joe H. Schmid ’59
Linda & Ralph Schmidt ’68
Bob Schmidt ’73
Donna & David Schmidt ’83
Sandra Schneider ’94
Barbara & Steven Schoonover
Anne Marie ’98 & Brett S. Schoonover ’99
Jan ’91 & Steven Schott ’90
Megan & Andrew C. Schroeder ’94
Debbie & Don Schroeder ’70
Sharon ’81 & Mark Schwartz ’80
Pat & Herbert L. Schwarz ’49
Jim Schwertner
Sara & Perry Schwierzke ’60
AGS Scientific Inc.
Vicki & Greg Scott ’74
Ronna ’90 & Shay Scruggs ’91
Rick Seeker ’75
Charles Seely ’55
Lisa & Randal R. Seewald ’75
Wade F. ’73 and Susie Seidel
Cathy ’79 & Dennis ’79 Seith
Luanna & Scott Semlinger ’75
Joan & Warren Sexton ’54
Susan & Robert F. Shaffer
Nancy & Mike Shaw ’68
Kimberly & Joel Shaw ’85
Gwen & David E. Sheffield ’47
Catherine & Kenneth H. Sheffield ’82
Carmen ’85 & James L. Sheffield ’85
Mary A. Sheffield
Marc Sheiness ’68 & Paula R. Wood
Barbara A. & William L. Shepherd ’61
Anonymous
Scott & Diane Shillings ’80
Suzanne M. Shirley
W. Guy Shown ’53
The Sicilio Family
Josie Marie & W.A. Silvey, Jr.
Dana & John Simmons ’92
Evangeline M. & Walter L. Simmons ’73
Courtney ’88 & Troy Simon ’88
Sandra K. & Gary A. Simpson ’77
Patricia ’77 & Grant Sims ’77
Suzie & Donald Sinclair
Adam Sinn ’00
Keith Sinor ’91
Tricia & Steven L. Sisney ’83
Robert Sistrunk ’81
Ryan & Jennifer Sitton ’97
Sondra & Ronald Skaggs ’65
Tina & Michael L. Slack ’73
Anonymous
Slaughter Ranch
Tommye & Charles Slone ’53
Mary Helen & H. Adonn Slone ’60
Slovacek Sausage
Sandra & Dan F. Smith ’68
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Nadine & John Smith ’37
Niley J. Smith ’38
Terry O. & Karen K. Smith
Linda ’79 & Clint ’78 Smith
Janette & J. Douglas Smith, Jr. ’65
Joan & Marlin Smith ’73
Judy & Glenn Smith
Cindy & Bruce A. Smith ’67
Nancy C. ’76 & Ted H. Smith, Jr. ’75
M. Sean ’83 and Tina L. Smith ’82
Mary Sue & Robert Smith III ’61
Aimee Baggett Snoots ’92 & Wynne Snoots, Jr.
Jim Snyder ’94
Sara Snyder
Mark ’76 & Debra ’77 Hawthorne,
Bryan ’02 & Amanda ’02 Phillips,
Jeremy ’05 & Victoria ’04 Sokol
Marilynn & John Gordon Sorrel ’69
Joanna & Byron Soules ’00
Southern States Offshore
Karen ’93 & Todd Sparks ’92
Helen & Daniel L. Sparks ’89
Jeff Spath ’84
Jeffery L. Spiegelhauer ’72
Dee & Phil Springer
Katherine & Kirk T. Springer ’86
Anna ’91 & Patrick Squire ’91
Jo Ann & Ronald ’59 Stallings
Robert Stanley ’83
Carolyn & Ken Stanton ’64
Karen & Frank Stark ’64
James M. Stark ’84 ’86
Robin ’76 & Robert ’72 Starnes
Chance Steed Family
Leota & Netum A. Steed ’41
Jeannie & Russell Stein ’66
Angela ’85 & Kerry Stein ’85
Patricia & W. T. Stephens ’49
Claudia & Rod Stepp ’59
Kalli ’02 & Philip Sterling ’01
Virginia F. Sterzing
Anonymous
Alex & Kenneth Stevens ’72
Anonymous
Glyna & Kurt Stevenson
Jeannette ’82 & Scott Stevenson ’84
Beth Donley ’90 & Gordon Stewart ’75
Martha & Gerald Still ’58
Jana & Jay P. Still ’84
Taylor Stout ’86
Jean & Malcolm Stratemann ’52
George Strickhausen III ’44
Pam ’86 & Bruce Stringfellow ’83
Tamatha & Ronald Stuart ’91
Julie & Stoney M. Stubbs ’58
Dawn & Russell Stubbs ’85
Timothy L. Stubbs ’91
Anonymous
Eva & Gene Supak ’67
Claudette & Kenneth W. Sutton ’59
Jack W. Sutton Jr. ’93
James C. ’74 & Debra Parchman Swaim
Michael K. Swan
Kim & Don Sweat ’85
Shirley & Joseph B. Swinbank ’74
Alisa ’93 & Todd Swink ’93
Sarah & Jeff Szymanski ’90
Anonymous
Frances & Clifford A. Taylor, Jr. ’49
Van Taylor ’71
Patricia & Scott Taylor ’69
Cindy ’84 & Allan ’83 Taylor
Cheryl & Mike W. Taylor ’74
Douglas Teague ’79
William J. Terrell ’46
Margie ’85 & William J. Terrell, Jr ’85
Texas A&M Foundation
Texas A&M Sports Properties
Susanne & Melbern G. Glasscock ’59
The Eagle
The H.G. Ash Foundation
Sid Theis ’74
Gina & Steve Thelen ’82
David Thelen ’92
Mindy Thomann
Nancy & Travis Winton Thomas ’57

Cathy & Clifton L. Thomas, Jr. ’72
Sidney & R.B. “Buck” Thomason ’69
Sheila & Frank L. Thompson ’41
Evelyn & H. Dale Thompson ’51
Mayo J. Thompson ’41
Betty & Robert Thompson ’57
Donna Beth & Jim Thompson ’68
John Thompson ’88
Kim Ellis Thompson ’91
Perry Thompson, Jr. ’63
Ellen & Penrod S. Thornton ’63
Jeannie ’77 & Al Thurmond ’75
Betty & Frank Thurmond ’51
Julie ’86 & Kelly Tidwell ’84
Andrew ’11 & Leslie ’11 Tillotson
Dr. Todd ’94 & Amy ’95 Keller
Jayme M. ’10 & Steven S. Toeppich ’03
Jeffrey A. Toole ’80
Susan ’13 & Sam Torn ’70
R.C. Tortorice
Laine ’81 & Ted Totah ’80
Edythe & Thomas Toudouze ’55
Jacquelyn & Terence F. Townend ’87
Andy Townend ’88
Traditions Club
Candie and Steven ’96 Tramonte
Todd R. Traylor ’91
Cheryl & John E. Trott ’66
Colleen & David Tucker ’77
Claydene & Gilbert Turner ’45
Jackie & Harold E. Turner ’52
Twilight Services
Bruce Upshaw ’70
Jan & J.H. “Jim” Uptmore ’53
Kathleen & William Urban ’66
Donald Vaccaro
Carol & David Van Houten ’71
Jolene & John Vanderzyl ’86
Mark ’83, Ashley ’14, Tyler ’16, & Mikaela Vara ’19
Nicole & David R. Vasquez ’89
Anonymous
Rebecca & William F. Vaughn ’91
Gregory & Sheldon I. Vernon
Coleen & Troy Villarreal ’89
Meredith ’03 & Matthew Villere ’02
Linda B. & Stephen H. Vincent ’73
Virgil Vaughn ’31
Sally & Dan Volney ’75
Kelly ’87 & W. D. Von Gonten, Jr. ’87
Amanda & Eric von Rosenberg ’77
Jeff Voncannon ’84
Joan ’84 & George Voneiff ’83
Heather ’97 & Will Simmen ’86
W.W. Payton Corporation
NolaAnn ’79 & Jeff Waggoner
Wagner Resources Limited
Paul Wahlberg ’50
Karla ’87 & Parten Wakefield, Jr. ’78
Donna & J. Mike Walker ’66
Ray N. Walker, Jr. ’79
Sara L. & E. L. “Spur” Walker, Jr. ’53
Ken Wall ’54
Cheryl & Jeffrey Wall
Leslie & Charles B. Wall ’82
Diane & Greg Walla ’79
Lynda & Bill Wallace ’63
Becky Childress Wallace ’78 & Joe Wallace ’76
Kelley & Ed Wallace ’78
Kim & Calvin Wallen III ’77
Merri & Fred G. Walsh ’74
Walter Lasley & Sons Inc.
Marjorie & Robert L. Walters ’72
Jane Leffel Wardlaw
Peggy & W.G. “Bud” Watson ’44
Jane & B. K. Watson ’65
Lisa ’92 & Stephen C. Watson ’91
David R. Watts
Phoebe & Dale Watts ’71
Carrin & William Way ’81
David Weatherford ’89
Cecil Ferguson ’64 & Don Weaver ’76
Ruth & Carl Weidenbach ’55
Jane & Stuart Weil ’81
Charles ’47, Jonny ’82, Bo ’77, Danny ’81
Weinbaum
Tina & Brian L. Weiner ’65

Ray & Tiffany Weiss
Emily & Joe H. Wellborn, Sr. ’41
Pam & Joe H. Wellborn ’66
Thomas C. Weller Jr.
Wells Fargo
Gail & Ray Wenz ’72
Martha & Don West ’66
Sharon & James West
James R. Whatley ’47
David R. Wheeler ’75
Delbert A. & Linda Whitaker ’65
Margarette & Charlie J. White ’27
Kathleen & Donald M. White ’57
Dee & Robert White ’81
Michele & Barry White ’80
Daisy & John White ’70
Sandra & Wes L. White ’84
Clint J. & Allison E. Whitlock ’94
Leslie Hodges ’84 & Andrew Whitmire ’74
Charles W. Wiesepape ’62
Anonymous
James Wiley ’71 & Glen Wiley ’79
David & Jean Wiley
Virginia & James E. Wiley ’46
Dr. & Mrs. Walter D. (Wally) Wilkerson, Jr. ’51
Modesta & Clayton Williams, Jr. ’54
Patricia & Conley R. Williams ’62
Sue & David Williams ’79
Julie ’95 & Keith Williams ’78
Jane & R. Ken Williams ’45
Linda & Gary W. “Buddy” Williams ’65
Judy ’87 & Lucian Williams ’88
Mollie & Richard A.Williford ’55
Pam ’79 & Hearne Williford ’77
Allen, Williford & Seale, Inc.
Carl D. ’84 & Sohpia C. ’85 Williford II
Tracey ’79 & Connie W. Williford ’79
Shirleen & Cecil Willis ’65
Sheena & Jack Wiloughby ’72
Billie Jo & James M. Bralley ’51
Jan & Bud Wilson ’53
Sharon ’81 & Jim Wilson ’81
Kathy & Ron I. Wilson ’72
Leah & Bonsall S. Wilton ’72
Carolyn M. & Robert E. Winckler ’55
Pat & Jerry Windham ’63
Robert S. Winter ’45
Sara & David Winters ’64
Patricia & Charles R. Wiseman ’57
C. Vince Wiseman ’82
Clorinda & Royce E. Wisenbaker ’39
Jana & Royce E. Wisenbaker, Jr. ’82
Angela ’91 and John W. Wisenbaker, Jr. ’90
Richard R. Wistrand ’73
Melba & Cliff Wolf ’62
Harriet & David B. Wolf ’52
Netta & M.E. “Babe” Wolfe ’43
Anonymous
Wilma J. & Brad C. Wolters ’81
James G. Wood ’82
Shirley & William A. Wood ’59
William Wood ’81
Anonymous
Linda & J.D. Woodward III ’70
Beverly & Lynn Woolley ’60
Chrissie ’92 & Chad Wootton ’96
Eunice & Dr. J. Max Word ’52
Shannon ’90 & Chris Work ’90
Darolyn & G.W. “Bill” Worth ’61
Michele & John Wray
Jill ’83 & Edwin “Joe” Wright ’82
Jimmy & Millie Wright ’58
Frances Wright-Leiper
Bruce Yanta ’90
John M. Yantis ’53
Yantis Company
Dee ’91 & Tom H. Yates ’55
S. Shariq Yosufzai ’74
Carol ’76 & Kenneth Young
Two Ags from Waco ’77 & ’79
Glenda & Collin H. Young ’98
Amy ’86 & Thomas Youngblood ’86
Anonymous
Laura & John B. Zachry ’84
Zachry Group
Victor E. Zouzalik ’52
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT

TONI
MCDOWELL
Director of Gifts Processing
BY CASEY PACE ’18

FIVE THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT
TONI MCDOWELL
»» HAS TWO DOGS, LOLA AND
TOBY, AND A CAT NAMED SCAT
»» LOVES ATTENDING AGGIE
SPORTING EVENTS
»» COMMUTES 40 MILES EVERY
DAY FROM FRANKLIN
»» FAVORITE BAND IS THE
MAVERICKS (HAS TICKETS TO
THREE SHOWS THIS YEAR)
»» HAS PROCESSED MORE THAN
$1 BILLION IN HER ROLE AT THE
12TH MAN FOUNDATION

Toni, pictured with her
nephew, Ryan ’10, (below
left), and former 12th Man
Foundation Executive
Director Frank Shannon ’77
and current Senior Vice
President of Finance
Randy Howard ’79 (below
right), is the Foundation’s
longest tenured employee.

To say that Toni McDowell is an expert at going
with the flow would be an understatement. As the
12th Man Foundation’s director of gifts processing and longest tenured employee for going-on
28 years, Toni has experienced more changes
than anyone else in the organization. Her time
with the Foundation has even become tangible
through a sizable collection of turtle figurines
that current and former coworkers have gifted
her over the years. From her sixth and most
favorite office yet, the Bryan, Texas native humbly
reflects on her career, the relationships she has
built and her excitement for the future.

How does your position serve donors and
what do you enjoy most about it?

When did you begin working at
the 12th Man Foundation?

“I think the 12th Man Foundation is going in
the right direction. I see good changes happening, and I see leadership. I’m going on 28 years,
and I have enjoyed it here. There are some really
good people, donors and employees. I’ve seen a
lot of changes, most of them for the better. But
you know, go with the flow. It’s been a great experience and I hope to be here a little bit longer!”

“I started in 1990 in the same position I’m in
now. It has changed quite a bit through the years
though. When I started, there were only six of us
in the building and a lot fewer donors. We had
one ticket staff member, Randy Howard, a receptionist, an assistant, one development officer and
me. We worked in a little-bitty standing building, and there were three of us in one office. It
was really small! Then, we moved to the Koldus
Building before we moved to our current location
in the north end of Kyle Field.”

“For a long time I talked a lot on the phone
with donors to make address changes, take donations, ask questions, give tax receipts…whatever
they needed. Now, our donor service center is
able to take most of those calls. Mainly, I receive
the money when it comes in, and I put it where it
needs to go. What I enjoy most is helping donors
and building and maintaining relationships with
them.”

Is there anything you want donors to know
about your time with the 12th Man Foundation?

a
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COURTESY OF TONI MCDOWELL

Clearly, Toni’s coworkers are grateful of her
intentions to stick around, too. “She is a hard
worker, very dedicated and is great with our
donors,” says Randy Howard ’79, who took a
position at the 12th Man Foundation shortly after
Toni. “She would do anything for anybody, without taking the credit she deserves,” adds Shelly
Nemec ’89, director of events and travel.
Toni’s commitment to the organization and
humorous ability to brighten the day makes her a
valued employee and friend. She is said to exude
humility and loyalty, and is known as one of the
best representatives of the 12th Man Foundation.
“I think of relationships when I think of Toni,”
says Chris Carson ’90, manager of ticket events
and internal sales. “Customer service and taking
care of people is what she is all about.”

P.O. Box 2800
College Station, TX 77841-2800
979-260-7584
www.12thmangift.org

YOUR SAVINGS, YOUR LEGACY.
Benefits of Making an IRA Charitable Rollover Gift

Avoid taxes on
transfers of up to
$100,000 from your
IRA to support
student-athletes.

Satisfy some
or all of your
required minimum
distribution
for the year.

There is a way to take your
required minimum distribution,
skip the tax and make a
meaningful gift to support
student-athletes this year – the
IRA Charitable Rollover.

It’s Easy To Do!
Instruct your retirement account
custodian to send any amount
(up to $100,000) to us this year.
Because the 12th Man Foundation
is tax exempt, there is no tax paid
on the transfer. All or a part of your
required minimum distribution will
be met and the money goes straight
to work toward Building Champions.

This information is not intended as tax, legal or financial
advice. Gift results may vary. Consult your personal
financial advisor for information specific to your situation.

Reduce your
taxable income,
even if you do not
itemize deductions.

Make a gift
that is not subject
to the 50%
deduction limits on
charitable gifts.

Use your rollover
to make payments
on an existing
pledge to us.

Create Your Legacy With An
IRA Charitable Rollover Gift
If you are 70½ or older, you can use your individual retirement
account (IRA) to support student-athletes at Texas A&M. Making
an IRA charitable rollover gift to us will lower the income and
taxes from your IRA required minimum distribution this year.
Please call 979-260-7584 or visit our website 12thmangift.org
to learn about how you can create your legacy by making an
IRA charitable rollover gift this year.

IRA
70½
OR OLDER

CHARITABLE
ROLLOVER
DIRECT UP TO

$100,000

Under federal rules your benefits may be different from this example.
Please contact us for your specific benefits.
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SECURE YOUR SEAT
FOR THE JIMBO
FISHER ERA

2018 TEXAS A&M FOOTBALL

SEASON TICKET RENEWALS
M A R CH 5 - AP R I L 2

R E N E W AT WWW.12TH MAN FO UN DATI O N .CO M
D EADLINE : AP RIL 2 | PAY MEN T PLA N S AVA ILA B L E

QUEST I ONS : 8 8 8 -826-12 8 4 OR CUSTOME RSUP P ORT@12THMA NFOUNDATION.COM

